I PY  L811.2  P415r 


THE  PENNSYLVANIA 
REAL  ESTATE 
TAX  SALE  LAW 


ACT  No.  542  OF  1947 

AND 

COMMENTS  ISSUED 

BY  THE 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  COMMISSION 


PENNSYLVANIA  STATE  LIBRARY 

DOCUMENT'S  QirnfflTAn 


THE  PENNSYLVANIA 
REAL  ESTATE 
TAX  SALE  LAW 

ACT  No.  542  OF  1947 

AND 

COMMENTS  ISSUED 

BY  THE 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  COMMISSION 


DECEMBER  10,  1947 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 

This  project  is  made  possible  by  a grant  from  the  Institute  of  Museum  and  Library  Services  as  administered  by  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Education  through  the  Office  of  Commonwealth  Libraries 


https://archive.org/details/pennsylvaniarealOOpenn 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  COMMISSION 


OF 

THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 

• 

George  B.  Stevenson,  Chairman 
Howard  F.  Boorse,  Vice  Chairman 
Felix  S.  Bentzel,  Vice  Chairman 

© 


Members  of  the  Senate 

Members  of  the  House 

Charles  R.  Mallery 

Norman  Wood 

George  B.  Stevenson 

Howard  F.  Boorse 

Carleton  T.  Woodring 

Charles  R.  Reagan 

Rowland  B.  Mahany 

Felix  S.  Bentzel 

John  J.  Haluska 

J.  Hiram  Swope 

• 

John  H.  Fertig,  Counsel 
Mary  E.  Moore,  Secretary 


m 


THE  NEW  REAL  ESTATE  TAX  SALE 
LAW  FOR  PENNSYLVANIA 


Delinquent  Tax  Accumulation 

Delinquent  taxes  have  been  a financial  stumbling  block  for  local 
governments  over  a long  period.  The  collection  efficiency  of  existing 
tax  lien  and  tax  return  laws  has  been  questioned  for  some  time.  Delin- 
quent tax  liens  and  the  questionable  validity  of  titles  to  properties 
conveyed  by  county  treasurers’  sales  have  contributed  to  the  total  of 
uncollected  taxes.  Due  to  lack  of  sufficient  bids  to  cover  the  claims, 
many  properties  exposed  to  sale  must  be  taken  over  by  the  counties. 
Such  properties  are  removed  from  the  active  tax  rolls  and  the  resultant 
loss  in  assessed  valuation  and  current  revenue  is  reflected  in  increased 
taxes  on  the  real  estate  of  the  prompt  taxpayer. 

Local  Government  Commission  Action 

The  Local  Government  Commission  prepared  and  had  introduced 
corrective  legislation  in  the  1943  Session  to  provide  a single,  uniform 
method  for  conducting  tax  sales,  but  the  bill  failed  to  pass.  The  con- 
tinued criticism  of  existing  laws  again  was  brought  to  the  attention 
of  the  Commission.  At  the  request  of  local  officials  a further  study  of 
tax  lien  and  tax  sale  laws  was  included  in  the  1945  interim  program  of 
the  Commission. 

The  Commission  requested  the  Pennsylvania  Economy  League  to 
conduct  the  research  and  assist  in  the  preparation  of  a revision  of  the 
laws  for  the  filing  of  claims  for  unpaid  taxes  and  the  sale  of  real  estate 
to  collect  delinquent  taxes. 

After  consultation  with  county  and  local  officials  experienced  in  tax 
claim  and  tax  sale  procedure,  it  was  decided  what  revisions  in  the  exist- 
ing laws  should  be  made. 

Through  the  cooperation  of  the  Local  Government  Commission,  the 
Legislative  Reference  Bureau,  and  the  Pennsylvania  Economy  League 
staff,  a new  bill  was  drafted  and  introduced  during  the  1947  Session. 

The  Local  Government  Commission,  in  this  proposed  law,  carried  out 
the  recommendations  made  by  the  Tax  Advisory  Committee  to  the  Joint 
State  Government  Commission  (Report  No.  11— January  15,  1945  at 
page  237)  “that  legislation  be  enacted  to  govern  the  sale  of  property 
for  delinquent  taxes  so  that  title,  freed  from  liens  and  encumbrances, 
may  be  transferred  to  the  purchasers  of  properties  sold  at  county  treas- 
urers’ sales.” 

As  originally  drawn,  the  Commission  bill  provided  a mandatory 
method  of  filing  claims  for  all  delinquent  real  estate  taxes  in  a single 
tax  claim  bureau  under  the  control  of  the  county  commissioners  in  each 
county.  This  would  have  provided  one  uniform  procedure,  statewide, 
to  replace  the  confusing  options  permitted  under  existing  laws. 

To  meet  objections  to  the  mandatory  provisions  of  the  bill,  amend- 
ments were  introduced  before  final  passage  to  eliminate  Philadelphia 
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and  Pittsburgh,  where  existing  systems  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
Scranton,  a second  class  A city  and  its  school  district,  were  eliminated 
by  request.  Cities  of  the  third  class  and  school  districts  within  such  cities 
were  given  the  option  of  using  the  provisions  of  the  new  law  or  proceed- 
ing under  existing  laws.  Also,  any  county  from  the  second  to  eighth 
class,  by  resolution  adopted  by  the  county  commissioners  during  the 
month  of  January,  1948,  may  elect  not  to  accept  the  provisions  of  the 
new  law. 

Boroughs,  townships  and  their  school  districts  have  no  election,  but 
are  controlled  by  the  action  of  the  county  commissioners  in  each  county; 
i.e.,  if  a county  uses  the  law,  these  subdivisions  are  included.  On  the 
other  hand,  rejection  by  the  commissioners  excludes  all  these  sub- 
divisions including  cities  of  the  third  class  and  their  respective  school 
districts  in  that  county  from  the  provisions  of  the  law. 

Advantages  of  New  Law 

In  those  counties  which  do  not  reject  the  law,  Act  No.  542  will 
consolidate  all  delinquent  real  estate  tax  claims  in  one  agency  as  a 
convenience  to  local  officials,  property  owners,  prospective  purchasers, 
and  title  searchers. 

It  will  eliminate  the  accumulation  of  delinquent  taxes  and  the  revival 
of  liens  permitted  by  present  lien  laws. 

It  will  abolish  the  present  county  treasurers’  and  city  treasurers’  sales 
and  substitute  one  sale  procedure  by  the  Tax  Claim  Bureau. 

It  will  eliminate  the  two-year  redemption  period  after  tax  sale. 

It  will  immediately  convey  clear  title  to  a purchaser  at  tax  sale. 

Under  the  provisions  of  Act  No.  394  of  1945— P.  L.  1050  (The  Local 
Tax  Collection  Law),  and  those  in  Act  No.  542,  a property  owner  will 
have  at  least  two  years  from  the  date  tax  was  first  due  before  any  property 
can  be  sold  for  unpaid  taxes. 

The  law  will  repeal  the  Return  Act  of  1931  completely,  those  sections 
of  the  Municipal  Lien  Act  of  1923  which  provide  for  the  filing  of  liens 
for  real  estate  tax  in  the  office  of  the  prothonotary  and  the  present 
provisions  for  the  sale  of  unseated  lands.  These  repeals,  however,  apply 
only  to  the  county  and  the  political  subdivisions  in  any  county  and  to 
any  city  of  the  third  class  which  uses  the  provisions  of  Act  No.  542. 

Conclusion 

This  new  “Real  Estate  Tax  Sale  Law”  is  not  a radical  departure  from 
present  tax  sale  laws.  It  is  a consolidation  and  simplification  of  existing 
laws  and  procedures.  It  should  benefit  the  local  subdivisions  in  the  ac- 
celerated collection  of  delinquent  real  estate  taxes  without  working 
undue  hardship  on  the  delinquent  property  owner.  It  should  reduce 
the  amount  of  delinquent  real  estate  taxes  heretofore  accumulated 
through  liens  filed  with  the  prothonotary.  This,  in  turn,  should  reduce 
the  tax  of  the  prompt  taxpayer  by  increasing  the  total  tax  yield— current 
and  delinquent. 

The  provisions  for  a divestiture  of  liens  and  encumbrances  and 
those  for  conveying  a clear  title  should  attract  purchasers  to  subseauent 
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tax  sales.  By  thus  transferring  non-tax  paying  properties  to  the  current 
tax  rolls  in  the  hands  of  responsible  taxpayers,  a delinquent  tax  liability 
is  converted  into  a tax  revenue. 

The  interest  of  public  officials  in  the  new  procedures  provided  by 
Act  No.  542  is  evidenced  by  the  expressed  intention  of  county  commis- 
sioners, generally,  to  use  the  new  law.  Other  local  officials,  including 
cities  of  the  third  class,  have  already  endorsed  it. 

The  new  law.  Act  No.  542  of  1947,  is  effective  January  1,  1948.  It 
is  essential,  therefore,  that  all  counties  of  the  second  to  eighth  classes 
and  cities  of  the  third  class  be  acquainted  with  the  provisions  of  the  law 
before  that  time. 

The  Pennsylvania  Economy  League  endorses  this  law  and  urges  the 
use  of  it 

The  general  acceptance  of  the  law,  it  is  believed,  will  contribute  ma- 
terially to  the  effort  to  minimize  the  delinquent  tax  problem  in  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Discussion  of  the  New  Law 

To  help  inform  taxpayers  and  local  officials  about  the  provisions  of 
the  new  law,  the  following  comments  have  been  prepared  by  the  Local 
Government  Commission  and  the  Pennsylvania  Economy  League.  It 
is  not  intended  as  an  interpretation  of  the  statutory  provisions,  but 
rather  as  a guide  to  be  used  in  conjunction  with  the  text  of  the  law 
itself.  Legal  interpretations  are  the  responsibilitity  of  officials  and 
solicitors. 
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PENNSYLVANIA'S  NEW  REAL  ESTATE 
TAX  SALE  LAW 

A DISCUSSION  OF  ACT  No.  542  OF  1947 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS 

On  and  after  January  1,  1948,  with  certain  exceptions,  Act  No.  542 
of  1947,  the  “Real  Estate  Tax  Sale  Law,”  will  amend,  revise  and  con- 
solidate the  laws  relating  to  all  delinquent  real  estate  taxes  in  Penn- 
sylvania. Provisions  are  made  for  the  lien  and  return  of  unpaid  taxes, 
entering  of  claims,  and  a procedure  for  the  sale  of  properties.  A Tax 
Claim  Bureau  is  created  in  each  county  to  act  as  agent  for  all  of  the 
taxing  districts  in  that  county. 

Definitions.  For  purposes  of  clarity  later  on,  the  definitions  in  Section 
102  should  be  clearly  understood,  particularly  “property,”  “claim,” 
“taxes”  and  “taxing  districts.” 

Exceptions.  The  following  taxing  districts  are  not  included  in  or 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  law: 

Philadelphia,  county,  city  and  schools. 

Pittsburgh  and  Scranton,  city  and  schools. 

Options.  In  addition  to  these  exceptions,  prescribed  options  are 
provided  for  any  county  of  the  second  to  eighth  class,  and  any  city  of 
the  third  class  and  the  school  districts  within  a city  of  the  third  class. 

Optional  use  by  counties.  Any  county  electing  to  continue  the  use 
of  existing  laws  to  collect  delinquent  taxes  and  conduct  tax  sales  may 
do  so  by  resolution  of  the  board  of  county  commissioners  of  that  county. 
The  resolution  must  be  adopted  during  the  month  of  January,  1948, 
setting  forth  that  the  county  commissioners  of  that  county  elect  not 
to  accept  the  provisions  of  Act  No.  542,  but  will  continue  to  collect  de- 
linquent taxes  and  conduct  tax  sales  under  the  provisions  of  existing 
laws.  In  any  county  where  such  a resolution  is  adopted,  all  of  the 
political  subdivisions  in  that  county  are  excluded  from  the  provisions 
of  the  law.  (Section  102.) 

Act  No.  542  in  effect  unless  resolution  is  adopted.  Except  when  such 
a resolution  is  passed  by  the  county  commissioners,  any  county  of  the 
second  to  eighth  class,  and  the  taxing  districts  in  each,  except  cities 
and  their  school  districts,  is  included  in  the  provisions  of  the  law.  (Sec- 
tion 102.) 

Option  in  cities  of  the  third  class.  Any  city  of  the  third  class  and 
the  school  district  of  that  city  not  desiring  to  use  Act  No.  542  must 
notify  the  county  Tax  Claim  Bureau  on  or  before  May  1,  1948,  that  by 
resolution  adopted,  they  will  continue  to  use  existing  laws  governing 
cities  of  the  third  class.  In  any  other  year  after  1948,  the  city  council 
or  school  district  of  any  city  of  the  third  class  may  adopt  a resolution 
to  proceed  under  the  provisions  of  Act  No.  542  if  in  use  in  that  county. 
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Notice  of  the  adoption  of  such  a resolution  must  be  given  to  the  Bureau 
before  May  1 in  any  year.  That  taxing  district  must  continue  to  use  the 
provisions  of  Act  No.  542  in  succeeding  years.  (Section  102.) 

PROCEDURE  UNDER  THE  PROVISIONS  OF  ACT  NO.  542  OF  1947 

The  following  discussion  of  Act  No.  542  will  be  confined  to  the  duties 
and  responsibilities  of  the  proper  officers  of  the  counties  and  the  taxing 
districts  operating  under  the  provisions  of  this  law. 

The  duties  and  functions  will  be  discussed,  whenever  possible,  in  the 
order  in  which  they  will  occur  after  the  effective  date,  January  1,  1948. 

TAX  CLAIM  BUREAU 

Bureau  created  by  law.  A Tax  Claim  Bureau  is  created  in  each 
county  of  the  second  to  eighth  class,  under  the  control  of  the  county 
commissioners  in  each  county.  (Section  201.) 

Director  and  employes.  The  county  commissioners  of  each  county 
have  direct  supervision  and  control  over  the  Bureau.  They  have  author- 
ity and  must  appoint  a Director  and  other  necessary  employes  to  ad- 
minister the  affairs  of  the  Bureau.  The  size  of  the  county  and  the  volume 
of  work  should  determine  whether  new  or  additional  employes  are 
needed  or  if  the  Bureau  can  be  administered  by  present  employes,  nam- 
ing one  as  the  Director.  The  number  and  compensation  of  employes 
must  be  approved  by  the  salary  board  in  each  county.  All  employes  of 
the  Bureau  are  paid  from  county  funds.  (Section  202  (a)  .) 

The  county  solicitor  is  the  legal  advisor  and  counsel  for  the  Bureau. 
The  solicitor  is  authorized  to  appoint  assistants  when  approved  by  the 
salary  board.  (Section  202  (b) .) 

Bonds  for  employes.  The  Director  and  employes  of  the  Bureau  may 
be  required  to  file  faithful  performance  bonds.  The  amount  of  the  bond 
is  determined  by  the  commissioners  and  the  costs  of  any  such  bonds  are 
paid  by  the  county.  (Section  203.) 

Returns  certified  to  county  treasurer  for  collection.  A copy  of  all 
returns  of  tax  claims  filed  with  the  Bureau  must  be  certified  to  the  county 
treasurer  for  collection  and  distribution.  A report  of  collections  by  the 
treasurer  is  made  to  the  Bureau  for  record  purposes  as  prescribed  in 
the  system  established  in  Section  205.  (Section  204.) 

Accounting  system.  A system  of  accounting  must  be  established  and 
agreed  upon  by  the  county  commissioners,  the  county  controller  (if  any) 
and  the  county  treasurer.  The  system  would  include  all  transactions 
between  the  Bureau,  the  county  treasurer  and  the  taxing  districts.  It 
would  include  the  certifying  of  claims  and  the  collection  and  distribu- 
tion of  any  moneys  controlled  by  the  provisions  of  this  law.  (Section  205.) 

Cost  of  operating  Bureau.  The  county  is  initially  responsible  for 
the  expense  of  operating  the  Bureau.  In  addition  to  salaries  and  costs 
of  bonds  for  officers  and  employes,  the  county  will  pay  all  mailing  and 
advertising  costs.  Whenever  costs,  fees,  or  expenses  are  recovered  they 
are  deposited  with  the  county  treasurer  for  the  use  of  the  county.  (Sec- 
tion 206.) 
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County  reimbursement.  To  reimburse  the  county  for  the  expense  of 
operating  the  Bureau,  the  county  treasurer  is  authorized  to  deduct  two 
percent  from  the  amount  collected  for  each  taxing  district  before  making 
distribution.  This  reimbursement  fee  is  retained  by  the  county  treasurer 
for  the  use  of  the  county.  The  two  percent  fee  is  in  addition  to  any 
recovery  of  costs,  fees,  and  expenses  provided  for  in  Section  206.  (Sec- 
tion 207.) 

Distribution  of  collections.  Whenever  claims  are  recovered  in  full  by 
the  Bureau,  the  amount  of  the  claim  of  each  taxing  district  is  distributed 
by  the  county  treasurer.  (Section  205.) 

Generally,  any  money  recovered  by  the  Bureau  is  distributed  first,  to 
the  taxing  districts  in  proportion  to  the  taxes  due  them;  second,  to 
municipal  claims;  third,  mortgages  and  other  liens  in  order  of  their 
priority,  and  fourth,  any  balance  remaining  is  paid  to  the  owner  of  the 
property  sold.  (Section  205.)  (See  also  Section  304.) 

Where  tax  liens  of  the  Commonwealth  are  recovered  in  a redemption 
before  sale  or  by  the  sale  such  liens  are  paid  first.  Where  a property  is 
sold  at  a public  or  private  sale,  the  purchase  money  is  applied  first  to 
Commonwealth  liens.  (Section  205.) 

Any  money  recovered  on  account  of  costs  or  fees  advanced  are  repaid 
to  the  taxing  district  making  the  advance.  (Sections  206,  304.) 

The  Bureau  is  designated  the  agent  of  any  taxing  district  in  the  prose 
cution  and  collection  of  claims  and  in  the  management  and  disposition 
of  property  held  by  the  Bureau  as  trustee.  (Section  208.) 

Upon  request,  the  Bureau  is  required  to  issue  a lien  certificate  show 
ing  the  taxes  due  on  any  property.  A fee  of  one  dollar  is  charged  for 
each  certificate.  This  fee  is  for  the  use  of  the  county.  (Section  208.) 

PROVISIONS  AS  TO  LIENS 

Taxes  a first  lien.  All  taxes  hereafter  lawfully  levied  on  any  property 
are  declared  to  be  a first  lien  on  that  property.  All  taxes  previously 
levied,  where  the  lien  has  not  been  lost,  have  equal  standing.  Such  liens 
have  priority  of  payment  from  the  proceeds  of  any  sale  held  under  the 
provisions  of  this  law,  except  the  costs  of  the  sale  and  tax  liens  of  the 
Commonwealth.  Tax  liens  have  priority  over  a mortgage,  judgment, 
municipal  claim  or  estate.  (Section  301.) 

A lien  for  taxes  under  this  law  is  filed  against  the  property  in  behalf 
of  the  taxing  district  to  which  the  tax  is  payable.  (Section  302.) 

All  property  is  subject  to  claims  for  taxes,  except  that  now  exempted 
by  law  or  not  made  subject  to  taxation  by  law.  (Section  303.) 

Notice  to  Bureau  of  claims  due.  It  is  the  duty  of  each  officer  of  a 
taxing  district  responsible  for  claims  for  collection,  to  notify  the  Bureau 
of  the  amount  of  any  such  claims  not  of  record  in  the  Bureau.  This 
applies  to  Commonwealth  and  local  tax  liens,  municipal  claims  or  liens 
previously  filed  in  the  office  of  the  prothonotary.  (Section  304.) 

Divestiture  of  tax  and  other  claims  by  sale.  A public  sale  of  any 
property,  under  the  provisions  of  this  law,  divests  all  tax  liens  and 
municipal  claims  of  record,  provided,  the  amount  of  the  purchase  money 
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at  the  sale  is  at  least  equal  to  the  amount  of  any  prior  tax  liens  of  the 
Commonwealth,  all  taxes  and  municipal  claims  due  and  the  costs  of  the 
sale.  (Section  304.) 

Distribution  of  proceeds  after  sale.  Following  such  a sale  the  Bureau 
is  directed  to  pay  out  the  proceeds  of  the  sale,  through  the  county 
treasurer  in  the  order  of  their  priority:  (1)  the  cost  of  the  sale  and  pro- 
ceedings, (2)  tax  liens  of  the  Commonwealth,  (3)  taxes  and  the  costs 
thereon,  (4)  municipal  claims  and  costs  thereon,  and  (5)  any  balance 
to  the  property  owner  or  whomsoever  entitled  thereto.  (Section  304.) 
(See  also  Section  206.) 

Joint  tenants  and  tenants  in  common.  When  a property  is  owned 
by  joint  tenants  or  tenants  in  common,  a taxing  district  may  file  a claim 
against  the  interest  of  the  owners  who  have  not  paid  their  proportionate 
share  of  the  taxes. 

The  Bureau  is  authorized  to  release  the  interest  of  any  joint  tenant 
or  tenant  in  common  upon  payment  of  the  proportionate  share  of  the 
taxes  and  costs. 

When  a property  is  owned  by  more  than  one  person  and  the  interest 
of  one  owner  is  exempt  from  taxation,  a claim  may  be  filed  against 
the  interests  of  those  owners  subject  to  taxation  in  the  same  manner 
as  any  other  property.  A claim  is  filed  against  the  interest  of  the 
owner  or  owners  subject  to  the  lien.  (Section  305.) 

FILING  RETURNS  AND  MAKING  UP  CLAIMS 
FOR  UNPAID  TAXES 

It  should  be  noted  that  this  law  makes  some  changes  in  the  procedure 
for  making  returns  and  the  filing  of  claims  for  unpaid  taxes. 

There  is  a distinction  in  the  definitions  of  “return”  and  “claim.”  The 
list  of  properties  for  which  the  tax  is  unpaid,  made  up  each  year  by  a 
taxing  district,  and  filed  with  the  Tax  Claim  Bureau  is  the  “return” 
of  taxes.  The  “claim,”  as  defined  in  Section  102,  is  all  of  the  unpaid 
taxes  and  other  claims  filed  wdth  and  combined  by  the  Bureau  into  a 
single  claim  as  provided  in  Section  307  (d) . 

Taxing  authorities  responsible  for  making  returns.  In  those  counties 
using  the  provisions  of  Act  No.  542,  the  taxing  authorities  of  the  dis- 
tricts affected  are  required  to  return  to  the  Bureau,  a list  of  all  properties 
on  which  any  taxes  remain  unpaid  and  which  were  levied  in  the  calendar 
year  immediately  preceding.  (Section  306  (a) .)  (See  Section  309  for 
claims.) 

The  county  treasurer  in  a county  of  the  second  class  is  required  to 
file  the  claims  for  county  and  institution  district  taxes  with  the  Bureau. 
In  counties  of  the  third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  classes 
the  county  commissioners  are  required  to  file  claims  for  county  and 
county  institution  district  taxes.  In  these  counties  the  county  treasurer 
would  file  claims  for  unpaid  taxes  on  unseated  lands. 

While  there  is  no  mention  of  those  counties  in  which  the  county  treas- 
urer collects  the  county  tax  under  the  provisions  of  special  legislation,  it 
would  seem  that  the  county  treasurer  in  those  counties  could  make  the 
returns  for  the  county  and  county  institution  district  taxes  as  is  provided 
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for  second  class  counties.  In  all  other  taxing  districts  the  corporate  au- 
thorities of  each  district  make  the  returns,  i.e.,  supervisors,  township  com- 
missioners, borough  council,  city  council  and  school  directors  as  the  case 
may  be.  (Section  S06  (a) .) 

Date  for  filing  returns.  The  returns  must  be  made  to  the  Tax  Claim 
Bureau  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  of  May  in  the  year  immediately 
following  the  year  in  which  the  tax  was  levied. 

Hereafter,  in  counties  operating  under  the  provisions  of  Act  No.  542, 
no  liens  for  unpaid  property  taxes  can  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  pro- 
thonotary.  The  Municipal  Lien  Act  of  1923  is  repealed  by  this  law 
insofar  as  it  provides  for  the  filing  of  liens  for  unpaid  property  tax. 
The  returns  to  the  Tax  Claim  Bureau  as  provided  in  Section  306  (a)  are 
mandatory.  Interest  at  six  percent  is  charged  on  the  taxes  returned 
after  the  first  Monday  in  May  of  the  year  returned. 

Taxes  of  other  years.  The  first  return  of  a taxing  district  under  the 
provisions  of  this  law  shall  also  include  all  taxes  for  any  year  or  years 
where  a claim  for  taxes  has  not  been  reduced  to  judgment.  The  lien 
is  continued  for  the  purpose  of  making  a return  of  such  taxes  to  the 
Bureau  so  that  the  claim  can  be  made  absolute.  (Section  306  (b) .) 

Abatement  acts  and  partial  payments.  Where  a property  owner  is 
paying  delinquent  taxes  under  the  provisions  of  any  abatement  act,  no 
return  of  a balance  unpaid  can  be  made  unless  there  is  a default  in 
payment.  In  such  cases  the  lien  is  preserved  and  the  balance  of  unpaid 
tax  can  be  returned  in  the  next  yearly  return.  (Section  306  (c) .) 

Time  for  settlement  of  tax  collectors’  duplicate  adjusted.  The  laws 
providing  for  the  time  fixed  for  settlement  of  the  tax  collectors’  duplicate 
are  repealed  insofar  as  they  apply  to  this  act.  Under  the  provisions  of 
this  law  the  taxing  district  has  authority  to  require  the  tax  collector  to 
settle  the  tax  duplicate  within  a time  to  enable  the  district  to  return 
unpaid  taxes.  (Section  306  (d) .) 

Entry  in  claim  docket.  All  claims  for  taxes  returned  to  the  Bureau 
must  be  entered  in  suitable  dockets.  (Section  307  (a) .)  (See  also  Section 
307  (d) .) 

Required  information  in  claim  docket  entry.  Each  claim  entered  in 
the  claim  docket  must  include: 

(a)  The  name  of  the  taxing  district. 

(b)  The  name  of  the  owner  of  the  property  against  which  the 
claim  is  filed. 

(c)  A description  of  the  property. 

(d)  The  year  or  years  for  which  the  tax  was  levied  and  the 
amount  of  taxes  for  each  year  returned  and  the  interest 
and  penalties  due  at  the  time  of  filing. 

(e)  That  the  owner  had  the  required  legal  notice  of  the  return 
of  the  tax,  entry  of  the  claim  and  that  the  claim  would 
become  absolute  if  no  exceptions  were  filed.  When  so 
entered  in  the  Bureau  claim  docket  the  claim  is  signed  by 
the  director  of  the  Bureau  or  stamped  with  a facsimile 
signature.  (Section  309.) 
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It  should  be  noted  that  in  Section  309  (c) , the  Bureau  is  given  author- 
ity to  correct  errors  in  a name  or  the  description  of  a property  returned. 

Transfer  of  claims  from  county  treasurer  to  Bureau.  Tax  claims  here- 
tofore returned  to  the  county  commissioners  and  certified  to  the  county 
treasurer  for  collection  or  sale,  if  no  sale  has  been  held  on  the  claims, 
must  be  transferred  to  the  Bureau  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  of 
May,  1948,  for  record  purposes.  (Section  307  (b) .) 

Before  any  of  these  transferred  claims  are  entered  in  the  dockets  of 
the  Bureau,  the  director  of  the  Bureau  is  required  to  examine  them 
to  determine  if  any  liens  have  been  lost  or  are  invalid  and  cannot  be 
corrected.  (Section  307  (c) .) 

The  director  of  the  Bureau  is  required  to  give  prescribed  notice  of 
any  liens  found  invalid.  The  taxing  district  may  fde  exceptions.  Hear- 
ings by  the  Bureau  and  the  court  are  prescribed.  (Section  307  (c) .) 

Transfer  of  claims  filed  in  office  of  prothonotary.  Each  taxing  district 
is  required  to  make  a list  of  claims  for  taxes  previously  filed  in  the 
office  of  the  prothonotary,  which  have  not  been  reduced  to  judgment 
and  where  the  lien  has  not  been  lost.  The  taxing  district  is  required  to 
return  such  a list  to  the  Bureau  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  of  May, 
1948.  The  Bureau  will  then  enter  the  claims  and  give  the  same  notice 
to  owners  as  provided  in  Section  308  (a) . (Section  309  (b) .) 

Consolidation  of  returns.  After  the  first  Monday  in  May  and  not  later 
than  June  30  of  each  year,  the  Bureau  is  required  to  make  up  a claim 
for  each  property  for  which  taxes  have  been  returned.  The  claim  must 
include  the  unpaid  taxes  of  all  taxing  districts  as  found  in  the  returns 
of  each  district.  (Section  307  (d) .)  (Section  309.)  (Section  204  for 
Collection.) 

Docket  entry.  After  the  claim  for  each  property  is  completed,  it  is 
entered  in  a claim  docket  in  which  the  entry  will  show  the  tax  due 
each  district  separately.  A docket  is  not  mandatory.  Either  handwritten 
or  typewritten  lists  may  be  used  as  suits  the  needs  of  a Bureau.  The 
Bureau  is  permitted  to  include  more  than  one  year’s  taxes  in  a single 
claim.  (Section  307  (d) .)  (Section  309.) 

Notice  of  return  and  entry  of  claim.  The  Bureau  is  required  to  give 
notice  to  each  delinquent  taxable  not  later  than  June  30  each  year  that 
taxes  have  been  returned  and  a claim  entered.  The  notice  is  to  be  sent 
by  United  States  registered  mail,  return  receipt  requested,  addressed 
to  the  owner  of  record  in  the  claim,  at  his  last  known  post  office  address. 
If  the  post  office  address  is  unknown  or  a notice  is  not  delivered  by 
the  postal  authorities,  the  notice  is  posted  immediately  on  the  property 
affected.  (Section  308  (a) .) 

Form  of  notice.  Each  notice  must  include  the  following: 

(a)  Give  the  information  shown  on  claim  entered. 

(b)  Advise  that  if  payment  of  claim  is  not  made  to  county 
treasurer,  or  exceptions  filed  on  or  before  the  31st  of 
December  next  following,  the  claim  becomes  absolute. 
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(c)  Advise  that  a redemption  period  of  one  year  is  allowed  to 
commence  July  1 of  the  year  notice  is  given.  If  redemption 
of  property  is  not  made  by  payment  of  claim  during  that 
period,  the  property  will  be  sold  at  judicial  sale  and  no 
further  provision  for  redemption  is  allowed.  (Section 
308  (a) .) 

Cost  of  notices.  The  costs  of  mail  and  posted  notices  provided  in 
Section  308  (a)  are  taxed  as  part  of  the  proceedings  and  must  be  paid 
by  the  owner.  (Section  308  (cl) .) 

Property  included  in  claim.  The  property  described  in  the  tax  claim 
includes  the  whole  property  against  which  the  tax  was  levied.  Where 
a tax  is  levied  on  separate  properties  as  one  estate,  the  taxing  district 
may  apportion  the  tax  rateably  on  the  separate  properties  before  the 
claim  is  entered  in  the  claim  docket.  The  Bureau  is  authorized  to  ap- 
portion such  taxes.  Payment  can  then  be  made  on  any  portion.  (Section 
310.) 

Claim  becomes  absolute.  If  a tax  is  not  paid  or  exceptions  filed,  the 
claim  becomes  absolute  on  the  first  day  of  January  following  the  notice 
prescribed  in  Section  308(a).  (Section  311.) 

Liens  preserved  or  lost.  Any  claim  for  taxes  returned  or  transferred 
to  the  Bureau  within  the  time  limit  required  in  this  law  is  preserved 
and  remains  a lien  until  the  claim  is  paid  or  the  property  sold  by  the 
Bureau.  When  a tax  is  not  returned  or  transferred  to  the  Bureau  as 
required,  the  lien  is  lost.  Where  a lien  is  lost  under  these  provisions  a 
taxing  district  is  authorized  to  recover  the  taxes  by  action  in  assumpsit 
at  any  time  within  six  years  after  the  tax  first  became  due.  (Section  312.) 

Substitution  of  defendants.  Any  person  having  an  interest  in  a prop- 
erty can  be  substituted  as  a defendant  at  any  time  before  the  claim 
becomes  absolute.  (Section  313.) 

Procedure  to  attack  validity  of  claim.  The  Bureau  may  reduce  or  set 
aside  any  claim  if  the  claim  is  found  to  be  invalid  because  of  payment 
of  the  tax  to  the  proper  agent  of  a taxing  district.  The  court  may  also 
reduce  or  set  aside  a claim  on  appeal  before  the  claim  becomes  absolute. 
(Section  314  (a) .) 

A defendant  to  a claim  may  file  exceptions  with  the  Bureau  before  the 
claim  becomes  absolute.  The  Bureau  gives  notice  to  the  taxing  district 
and  a hearing  is  held,  after  which  the  exceptions  may  or  may  not  be 
allowed.  The  defendant  is  granted  an  appeal  to  the  court.  Procedure 
thereon  is  prescribed.  (Section  314  (b) , (c) , (d) , (e) , (f) .) 

Claim-docket  entries  and  indexes.  Every  return  made  to  the  Bureau 
and  every  claim  made  up,  with  the  result  of  every  proceeding  on  the 
claim  under  the  provisions  of  this  law,  must  be  properly  docketed  and 
indexed  to  continue  the  lien.  When  a claim  is  stricken  off,  reduced, 
satisfied  by  payment,  or  sold  by  the  Bureau,  the  docket  and  index  should 
be  so  noted  to  authenticate  the  transaction.  (Section  315.) 
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SEQUESTRATION 

Although  few  counties  use  sequestration  of  rents  or  profits  from  a prop- 
erty to  recover  taxes,  this  law  has  made  provisions  for  the  Bureau  to  act 
as  sequestrator  after  a claim  becomes  absolute.  (Section  401-406.) 

REDEMPTION  OF  PROPERTY  BEFORE  SALE 

After  a claim  has  been  filed  with  the  Bureau  a redemption  is  allowed 
within  one  year  after  July  1 of  the  year  in  which  the  claim  was  filed 
and  notice  given  as  provided  in  Section  308  (a) . 

Any  owner,  his  heirs,  or  legal  representatives,  or  any  lien  creditor, 
his  heirs,  assigns  or  legal  representative  or  other  person  interested  may 
redeem  a property  for  the  benefit  of  the  owner  by  paying  the  amount 
of  the  claims,  interest  and  costs.  The  receipt  of  a redemption  payment 
is  entered  on  the  claim  dockets  as  a satisfaction  of  the  claim.  (Section 
501  (a) .) 

When  a lien  creditor  redeems  a property  for  the  benefit  of  the  owner, 
the  Bureau  issues  a certificate  to  the  person  making  payment,  giving  a 
brief  description  of  the  property  and  the  amount  paid.  This  certificate 
may  be  entered  in  the  office  of  the  prothonotary  as  a judgment  against 
the  owner.  The  lien  of  a judgment  has  priority  over  all  other  liens 
against  the  property  to  the  same  extent  as  the  taxes  involved  in  the 
judgment.  (Section  501  (b) .) 

A redemption  must  be  made  before  a sale— no  redemption  is  provided 
for  after  a sale.  (Section  601  (c) .)  (Section  308  (a) .) 

SALE  OF  PROPERTY 

In  contrast  to  existing  laws,  this  act  provides  for  annual  sales  of  all 
properties  returned  to  the  Bureau  for  unpaid  taxes  against  which  a 
tax  claim  has  become  absolute  and  the  period  of  redemption  has  expired. 
Properties  under  the  control  of  a sequestrator,  or  on  which  a sale  has 
been  stayed  by  agreements,  are  exempt  from  sale  while  these  agreements 
are  in  force. 

Annual  sale.  In  the  schedule  prescribed,  the  sale  of  properties  would 
start  on  the  second  Monday  of  July  each  year  and  may  be  adjourned 
or  readjourned  for  not  longer  than  60  days.  (Section  601  (a) .) 

Notice  of  sale.  A prescribed  form  of  newspaper  advertisement  must 
give  notice  of  the  sale  once  a week  for  three  consecutive  weeks  and  one 
publication  in  the  legal  journal.  In  addition  to  the  newspaper  advertise- 
ment, the  Bureau  is  required  to  give  notice  to  each  owner  at  least  ten 
days  before  the  advertised  date  of  the  sale.  This  prescribed  notice  must 
be  sent  by  U.  S.  registered  mail,  return  receipt  requested,  postage  prepaid, 
to  the  last  known  address  of  each  owner.  When  the  owner  cannot  be 
reached  by  mail,  the  notice  must  be  posted  on  the  property.  The  costs 
of  these  notices  are  taxed  as  part  of  the  proceedings  and  must  be  paid 
by  the  owner  the  same  as  other  costs.  (Section  602.) 

Three  methods  are  provided  for  the  sale  of  properties  by  the  Bureau: 
(1)  when  the  upset  price  is  bid;  (2)  at  public  sale  when  no  bid  has 
been  received  for  the  upset  price,  or  (3)  at  private  sale. 
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Sale  at  upset  price.  No  sale  of  any  property  can  be  made  at  the  first 
advertised  sale  by  the  Bureau  unless  a previously  determined  upset  price 
is  bid.  The  upset  price  is  determined  by  the  sum  of  the  absolute  claim 
on  which  the  property  is  being  sold  and  other  tax  liens,  municipal  claims, 
interest  and  costs.  Taxing  districts  are  responsible  for  certifying  munici- 
pal claims  to  the  Bureau  to  be  included  in  the  upset  price  of  any  property 
affected  by  the  sale. 

When  the  upset  price  is  not  bid  on  any  property  offered  for  sale,  the 
Bureau  is  authorized  to  continue  the  sale  from  month  to  month  for 
not  more  than  three  months.  (Section  605.) 

The  purchaser  of  a property  at  a sale  is  required  to  pay  the  entire 
amount  of  the  purchase  price  when  the  sale  is  consummated.  Failure 
to  pay  voids  the  sale  and  property  is  put  up  at  the  same  sale  for  new 
bids.  (Section  606.) 

When  the  purchaser  of  a property  has  paid  the  amount  of  his  bid,  the 
Bureau  makes  him  a deed  in  fee  simple.  The  deed  is  acknowledged 
before  the  prothonotary  and  a notation  is  made  on  the  Bureau  record. 
(Section  608.) 

The  first  sale  by  the  Bureau  will  divest  all  claims,  except  a ground 
rent  or  mortgage  recorded  before  the  taxes  in  the  sale  claim  became  a 
lien.  (Section  609.) 

Proceedings  for  sale  when  upset  price  is  not  bid— public  sale.  When 
the  upset  price  fixed  by  Section  605  is  not  bid  on  a property  at  a sale, 
the  Bureau  is  required  to  petition  the  Court  within  a year  from  the  first 
date  of  sale  to  sell  the  property  free  and  clear  of  claims,  liens,  mortgages 
and  ground  rents.  The  form  of  petition  and  procedure  is  prescribed. 
(Section  610.) 

A rule  to  show  cause  why  a property  should  not  be  sold  free  of  all 
encumbrances  is  granted  by  the  Court  and  made  returnable  30  days  from 
the  date  the  petition  was  presented  by  the  Bureau.  Procedure  for  service 
of  the  rule  before  a hearing  is  prescribed.  (Section  611.) 

If  the  Court  is  satisfied  after  a hearing  that  all  the  provisions  of  the 
law  have  been  complied  with,  the  Court  may  order  the  Bureau  to  sell 
the  property  to  the  highest  bidder,  free  and  clear  of  all  encumbrances, 
except  ground  rents  taxed  separately. 

The  date  of  the  sale  is  to  be  fixed  by  the  Court  in  the  order.  When 
the  petition  is  presented  within  three  months  from  the  first  date  of  sale 
no  further  advertisement  is  required.  When  the  petition  is  presented 
after  the  three  months’  period  has  expired,  the  Court  will  direct  a 
short  advertisement  at  least  30  days  before  the  date  set  for  sale.  This 
advertisement  is  to  be  run  one  time  in  one  or  two  newspapers  as  pre- 
scribed. 

In  the  petition  provided  in  Section  610,  the  Bureau  may  request  the 
Court  to  fix  the  place  of  sale  at  the  property  to  be  sold. 

When  the  purchase  price  has  been  paid  the  Bureau  makes  a deed  to 
the  purchaser  as  provided  in  Section  608. 
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The  costs  in  the  upset  price  at  prior  sale,  the  additional  costs  of  this 
sale  and  a title  search  fee  not  to  exceed  $15  are  paid  out  of  the  proceeds 
first.  The  remainder  is  distributed  by  the  county  treasurer  as  provided 
in  Sections  205  and  304.  (Section  612.) 

Provisions  for  private  sale.  When  a sale  has  been  continued  because 
the  upset  price  has  not  been  bid,  the  Bureau  may  sell  a property  at  pri- 
vate sale  at  a price  fixed  by  the  Bureau,  provided  the  price  is  approved 
by  the  taxing  districts  having  claims  against  the  property.  Notice  of  the 
sale  is  given  to  all  taxing  districts  and  the  owner  of  the  property.  Any 
of  these  may  petition  the  Court,  within  15  days  after  notice  is  given,  to 
disapprove  the  sale.  The  Court  must  give  notice  of  a hearing.  If  the 
Court  disapproves  the  sale,  it  must  fix  a minimum  price  at  which  the 
property  can  be  sold.  (Section  613  (a) .) 

When  the  Bureau  disapproves  an  offer  to  purchase  a property,  any 
taxing  district  interested  may  instruct  the  Bureau  in  writing  to  submit 
the  proposed  sale  to  the  Court  by  petition.  All  parties  at  interest  are 
given  a hearing  by  the  Court.  If  the  Court  approves,  the  sale  is  con- 
summated as  though  originally  approved  by  all  at  interest.  (Section 
613(b) .) 

The  Bureau  is  authorized  to  accept  option  money  to  bind  an  offer  for 
a private  sale.  Provisions  are  made  for  credits  or  refunds  in  certain 
cases.  (Section  614.) 

When  the  price  for  private  sale  of  a property  has  been  finally  approved 
and  purchase  price  paid,  the  Bureau,  as  trustee  grantor,  makes  a deed  in 
fee  simple  to  the  purchaser  as  provided  in  Section  608.  The  deed  is 
acknowledged  before  the  prothonotary  and  conveys  title  free  and  clear 
of  all  tax  claims.  (Section  615.) 

Compulsory  sale.  If  no  petition  for  sale  has  been  filed  within  a period 
of  ten  months  after  the  original  date  of  sale,  the  Bureau  must  file  a peti- 
tion within  the  following  two  months  and  sell  the  property  as  directed  by 
order  of  the  Court.  (Section  616.) 

The  foregoing  provisions  for  sale  give  the  Bureau  and  the  taxing  dis- 
tricts an  opportunity  each  year  to  dispose  of  all  properties  subject  to 
sale  for  unpaid  taxes  and  thus  eliminate  an  accumulation  of  non-taxpay- 
ing properties. 

Correction  of  errors  in  description,  etc.,  by  petition.  When  a property 
has  been  sold  and  there  are  apparent  errors  in  the  description,  in  the 
spelling  of  names  or  other  obvious  errors,  they  may  be  corrected  by  peti- 
tion to  the  Court.  The  Court,  after  a hearing,  may  order  a correction. 
(Section  617.) 
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PROPERTY  ACQUIRED  BY  A TAXING  DISTRICT  AT  TAX  SALE 
PRIOR  TO  EFFECTIVE  DATE  OF  ACT  NO.  542 

Transfer  of  properties  to  Bureau.  Any  property,  held  by  a taxing  dis- 
trict, acquired  prior  to  January  1,  1948,  at  a tax  sale  or  a sale  on  a judg- 
ment for  a tax  claim,  must  be  transferred  to  the  Tax  Claim  Bureau  as 
trustee  for  all  taxing  districts  having  an  interest  in  that  property.  The 
transfers  must  be  completed  prior  to  January  1,  1949.  Where  a redemp- 
tion period  extends  beyond  that  date,  the  transfer  must  be  made  immedi- 
ately after  the  redemption  period  expires.  The  taxing  district  is  required 
to  furnish  certain  information  for  each  property  at  the  time  of  transfer 
to  the  Bureau.  (Section  701.) 

Properties  transferred  to  the  Bureau  are  not  subject  to  redemption  but 
are  under  the  control  of  the  Bureau  for  management  until  sold  finally 
by  the  Bureau.  The  Bureau  is  authorized  to  lease,  rent,  repair  or  sell 
properties  in  the  best  interests  of  the  taxing  districts. 

Properties  may  be  sold  by  the  Bureau  at  private  sale  as  provided  in 
Section  614.  (Section  702.) 

Legislative  intent.  Any  properties  transferred  to  and  not  previously 
sold  at  private  sale  must  be  disposed  of  at  a public  sale  not  later  than 
June  1,  1951.  The  procedure  is  the  same  as  prescribed  for  public  sale  in 
Article  VI.  (Section  703.) 


REPEALS 

Attention  is  directed  to  the  repeal  of  laws  regulating  the  sale  of  un- 
seated lands,  to  the  repeal  of  the  Return  Act  of  1931,  P.  L.  280,  and  the 
Redemption  Act  of  1941,  P.  L.  535,  in  Section  801.  It  would  seem  that 
the  provisions  of  Section  802,  providing  generel  repeals,  would  confine 
the  return  of  unpaid  taxes  to  the  Bureau  as  provided  in  Section  306  (a) 
and  eliminate  the  provisions  in  the  Municipal  Lien  Act  of  1923  for  fding 
liens  for  real  estate  tax  in  the  office  of  the  prothonotary. 

It  is  to  be  emphasized  that  the  intent  of  the  repeals  applies  only  to  the 
taxing  districts  operating  under  the  provisions  of  Act  No.  542  of  1947. 
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No.  542 
AN  ACT 

Amending,  revising  and  consolidating  the  laws  relating  to  de- 
linquent county,  city,  except  of  the  first  and  second  class  and 
second  class  A,  borough,  town,  township,  school  district,  ex- 
cept of  the  first  class  and  school  districts  within  cities  of 
the  second  class  A,  and  institution  district  taxes;  providing 
when,  how  and  upon  what  property,  and  to  what  extent  liens 
shall  be  allowed  for  such  taxes;  the  return  and  entering  of 
claims  therefor;  the  collection  and  adjudication  of  such  claims, 
sales  of  real  property,  including  seated  and  unseated  lands, 
subject  to  the  lien  of  such  tax  claims;  the  disposition  of  the 
proceeds  thereof,  including  State  taxes  and  municipal  claims 
recovered  and  the  redemption  of  property;  providing  for  the 
discharge  and  divestiture  by  certain  tax  sales  of  all  estates 
in  property  and  of  mortgages  and  liens  on  such  property,  and 
the  proceedings  therefor;  creating  a Tax  Claim  Bureau  in 
each  county,  except  a county  of  the  first  class,  to  act  as  agent 
for  taxing  districts;  defining  its  powers  and  duties,  including 
sales  of  property,  the  management  of  property  taken  in 
sequestration,  and  the  management,  sale  and  disposition  of 
property  heretofore  sold  to  the  county  commissioners,  taxing 
districts  and  trustees  at  tax  sales;  providing  a method  for  the 
service  of  process  and  notices;  imposing  duties  on  taxing 
districts  and  their  officers  and  on  tax  collectors,  and  certain 
expenses  on  counties  and  for  their  reimbursement  by  taxing 
districts;  and  repealing  existing  laws. 
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ARTICLE  I. 

SHORT  TITLE;  DEFINITIONS. 

Section  101.  Short  Title. — This  act  shall  be  known 
and  may  be  cited  as  the  “Real  Estate  Tax  Sale  Law.” 

Section  102.  Definitions. — As  used  in  this  act,  the 
following  words  shall  be  construed  as  herein  defined, 
unless  the  context  clearly  indicates  otherwise: 

“Bureau,”  the  Tax  Claim  Bureau  created  by  this  act 
in  the  several  counties. 

“Claim,”  a claim  entered  in  a claim  docket  by  the 
bureau  to  recover  the  taxes  returned  by  the  various  tax- 
ing districts  against  a certain  property. 

“Director,”  the  director  of  the  Tax  Claim  Bureau 
of  the  several  counties. 

“Owner,”  the  person  in  whose  name  the  property  is 
last  registered,  if  registered  according  to  law,  and  in  all 
other  cases  means  any  person  in  open,  peaceable  and 
notorious  possession  of  the  property,  as  apparent  owner 
or  owners  thereof,  or  the  reputed  owner  or  owners  there- 
of, in  the  neighborhood  of  such  property. 

“Property,”  real  property  subject  to  a tax  lien  or 
against  which  a claim  is  being  or  has  been  filed  as  a lien. 
“Property,”  includes  both  seated  and  unseated  lands. 

“Taxes,”  any  county  except  of  the  first  class,  city 
except  of  the  first  or  second  class  or  second  class  A, 
borough,  incorporated  town,  township,  school  district, 
except  of  the  first  class  or  school  district  within  a city 
of  the  second  class  A,  or  institution  district  taxes,  and 
interest  and  penalties  due  thereon,  except  where  interest 
and  penalties  have  been  abated  by  provisions  of  law,  if 
the  owner  pays  his  delinquent  taxes  on  the  installment 
plan,  in  which  case  interest  and  penalties  shall  be  in- 
cluded as  may  be  provided  by  the  act  abating  the  penal- 
ties and  interest  if  there  has  been  a default  by  the 
owner  in  the  payment  of  any  installment  of  taxes. 

“Taxing  District,”  any  county  except  a county  of  the 
first  class,  city  except  a city  of  the  first  or  second  class, 
or  second  class  A,  borough,  incorporated  town,  town- 
ship, school  district,  except  a school  district  of  the  first 
class,  or  a school  district  within  a city  of  the  second  class 
A,  or  institution  district : Provided,  however,  That  this 
act  shall  not  be  construed  to  require  any  city  of  the  third 
class,  or  any  school  district  within  a city  of  the  third  class, 
to  collect  its  delinquent  taxes  on  property  under  and 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  if  the  city 
or  the  school  district  shall  notify  the  Tax  Claim  Bureau, 
in  writing,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  May,  1948  that, 
pursuant  to  a resolution  of  the  city  council,  the  city  or 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  school  district  has  resolved 
that  returns  of  property  will  not  be  made  under  the 
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provisions  of  this  act  but  that  its  delinquent  taxes  will 
be  collected  by  the  filing  of  liens  in  the  office  of  the  pro- 
thonotary,  or  by  sale  of  such  property  at  a city  treas- 
urer’s sale  under  existing  laws.  Any  such  city  and  any 
such  school  district  may,  in  any  year  after  1948  notify 
the  Tax  Claim  Bureau  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  May 
of  the  year  that,  pursuant  to  a resolution  of  the  city 
council,  or  of  the  board  of  directors,  the  city  or  school 
district,  as  the  case  may  be,  has  resolved  to  collect  its 
delinquent  taxes  on  property  under  and  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  thereafter  the  city’s 
or  school  district’s  delinquent  taxes  shall  be  collected 
only  under  and  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this 
act:  Provided  further,  That  this  act  shall  not  apply  in 
any  county,  the  county  commissioners  of  which,  shall 
during  the  month  of  January,  one  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred forty-eight,  adopt  a resolution  electing  not  to  ac- 
cept the  provisions  of  this  act,  but  to  continue  to  collect 
its  delinquent  taxes,  sell  real  estate  and  hold  tax  sales 
under  and  in  accordance  with  existing  laws. 

ARTICLE  II. 

TAX  CLAIM  BUREAU. 

Section  201.  Creation  of  Bureaus.— A Tax  Claim 
Bureau  is  hereby  created  in  each  of  the  counties  herein- 
after enumerated  as  follows : 

(a)  In  counties  of  the  second,  third,  fourth,  fifth, 
sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  classes  in  the  office  of  the 
county  commissioners. 

Section  202.  Appointment  and  Compensation  of 
Personnel. — 

(a)  In  counties  of  the  second,  third,  fourth,  fifth, 
sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  classes,  the  county  commis- 
sioners shall  have  direct  supervision  and  control  of  the 
bureau,  and  shall  have  power  to  appoint  a director  and 
such  employes  and  assistants  as  may  be  necessary  to 
properly  administer  the  affairs  of  the  bureau,  but  the 
number  and  compensation  of  such  employes,  including 
the  compensation  of  the  director,  shall  be  fixed  by  the 
salary  board  of  the  county  in  those  counties  where  there 
is  a salary  board,  and  in  all  other  counties  by  the  county 
commissioners.  Such  compensation  shall  be  paid  by  the 
county  from  county  funds. 

County  employes  may  be  assigned  by  the  county  com- 
missioners to  act  as  the  director  or  to  other  duties  in  the 
bureau. 

(b)  The  county  solicitor  shall  be  the  legal  advisor 
and  counsel  to  the  bureau.  The  solicitor  may  appoint 
such  assistant  solicitors  at  such  salaries  as  shall  be 
allowed  by  the  salary  board. 
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Section  203.  Bonds. — The  county  commissioners  of 
each  county  of  the  second,  third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth, 
seventh  and  eighth  classes  shall  have  power  to  require 
the  director  of  the  bureau  of  the  county  and  such  em- 
ployes and  assistants  of  the  bureau,  as  may  by  them  be 
designated,  to  give  bonds  to  the  Commonwealth  for  the 
use  of  the  taxing  districts,  whose  delinquent  real  estate 
tax  claims  are  administered  through  such  bureau,  and 
for  the  use  of  any  other  person  having  a claim  by  reason 
of  any  act  of  such  director,  employes  or  assistants  in 
such  penal  sum  as  the  county  commissioners  shall  fix, 
conditioned  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties 
of  their  office  or  public  position  and  a strict  accounting 
and  payment  over  of  all  moneys  collected  or  ^received 
by  them  under  the  provisions  of  this  act.  The  cost  of 
such  bonds  shall  be  paid  by  the  county. 

Section  204.  County  Bureau  to  Certify  Returns  to 
County  Treasurer  for  Collection. — Each  county  bureau 
shall  certify  to  the  county  treasurer  a copy  of  all  returns 
of  tax  claims  filed  in  its  office,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  county  treasurer  to  receive  and  collect  such  taxes 
and  give  proper  receipt  therefor  when  payment  is 
offered,  and  to  make  distribution  of  the  moneys  received 
therefor  as  provided  by  this  act.  A record  of  all  taxes 
collected  by  him  shall  be  certified  to  the  bureau  in  the 
manner  to  be  established  under  the  provisions  of  the 
following  section. 

Section  205.  System  of  Accounting  and  Payment 
Over. — In  each  county  bureau  a system  of  accounting, 
certifying  of  claims  and  collections  and  payment  over 
of  all  moneys  collected  or  received  under  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  between  the  bureau  and  the  county  treasurer 
shall  be  established  in  the  bureau  as  may  be  determined 
by  the  county  ^commissioners,  the  county  controller,  if 
any,  and  county  treasurer. 

All  taxes  and  municipal  claims  recovered  in  full  by 
the  bureau  or  by  the  county  treasurer  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  whether  by  payment  by  the  owner 
before  sale,  payment  by  a purchaser  who  has  bid  the 
upset  price  at  a sale,  by  redemption  or  through  seques- 
tration shall  be  paid  over  to  the  taxing  districts  en- 
titled thereto.  In  all  other  cases,  including  net  moneys 
received  through  sequestration  or  from  the  management 
or  through  public  or  private  sale  of  property,  the  moneys 
received  shall  be  paid  over,  first,  to  the  respective  taxing 
districts  in  proportion  to  the  taxes  due  them;  second, 
the  municipal  claims  against  such  property  due  any  tax- 
ing district;  third,  mortgages  and  other  liens  in  order 
of  their  priority ; and  fourth,  except  in  cases  of  prop- 


* “recived”  in  original. 

**  “commisisoners,”  in  original. 
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erty  purchased  by  a taxing  district  prior  to  the  effec- 
tive date  of  this  act  and  turned  over  to  the  bureau  for 
sale,  the  balance  remaining  shall  be  paid  to  the  owner 
of  the  property  sold.  Such  payments  shall  in  all  cases 
be  less  the  percentage  to  which  the  county  is  entitled  in 
accordance  with  this  act : Provided,  however,  That  where 
by  the  sale  or  redemption  of  property,  tax  liens  of  the 
Commonwealth  are  recovered,  payment  shall  first  be 
made  of  the  tax  liens  of  the  Commonwealth  to  the  State 
Treasurer  through  the  Department  of  Revenue,  and  in 
the  case  of  the  public  or  private  sale  of  property  by  the 
bureau  after  the  continuance  of  a former  sale,  because 
of  insufficient  bid,  the  purchase  price  received  shall  first 
be  applied  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  tax  liens  of  the  Com- 
monwealth and  shall  be  paid  over  in  like  manner. 

Moneys  recovered  on  account  of  costs,  fees  and  ex- 
penses advanced  by  the  county  or  any  other  taxing  dis- 
trict shall  be  repaid  to  the  taxing  district  making  the 
advance. 

The  bureau  shall  keep  an  accurate  account  of  all 
moneys  received  by  it  or  by  the  county  treasurer  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act  and  a separate  account  for  each 
property. 

All  payments,  out  of  moneys  recovered,  shall  be  made 
by  the  county  treasurer  under  the  system  of  accounting 
established,  at  stated  intervals,  but  not  less  frequently 
than  once  every  three  (3)  months. 

Section  206.  Costs,  Fees  and  Expenses. — The  county 
shall  be  liable,  or  initially  liable  for  all  costs,  fees  and 
expenses  which  shall  be  required  to  be  paid  to  administer 
the  affairs  of  the  bureau  and  of  this  act,  including  but 
not  limited  to,  costs  of  mailing  and  advertising  notices, 
fees  for  the  entry  of  claims,  and  proceedings  thereon, 
and  all  other  proceedings  required  by  this  act,  except 
where  otherwise  provided  by  this  act,  the  costs  of  repairs 
and  alteration  to,  and  insurance  on  property  in  seques- 
tration or  management,  commissions  to  rental  agents, 
advertising  for  rent,  title  searches  and  salaries  and 
compensation,  and  the  costs  of  bonds  of  officers,  em- 
ployes and  agents  of  the  bureau,  and  rental  of  offices, 
furniture,  equipment,  material  and  supplies  for  the  use 
of  the  bureau. 

All  such  costs,  fees  and  expenses  shall  be  paid  as  other 
expenses  of  the  county  are  paid  from  appropriations 
made  by  the  county,  and  not  otherwise,  and  when  any 
of  such  costs,  fees  and  expenses  are  recovered  they  shall 
be  deposited  in  the  treasury  of  the  county  for  the  use 
of  the  county. 

Section  207.  Reimbursement  of  County. — In  order 
to  reimburse  the  county  for  the  actual  costs  and  expenses 
of  operating  the  bureau  created  by  this  act,  the  county 


6 


shall  receive  and  retain  out  of  all  moneys  collected  or 
received  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  two  per  centum 
(2%)  thereof,  which  percentage  shall  be  deducted  by  the 
county  treasurer  before  paying  over  moneys  to  the  re- 
spective taxing  districts  entitled  thereto,  and  shall  be 
retained  in  the  county  treasury  for  the  use  of  the  county. 
The  reimbursement  herein  provided  for  shall  be  in  addi- 
tion to  the  costs,  fees  and  expenses  advanced  by  the 
county,  which,  upon  recovery,  are  payable  to  the  county 
as  provided  by  the  preceding  section  of  this  act. 

Section  208.  Agent  of  Taxing  Districts;  Lien  Cer- 
tificates.— The  bureau  and  the  director  thereof  shall,  in 
the  administration  of  this  act,  be  the  agent  of  the  tax- 
ing districts  whose  tax  claims  are  returned  to  the  bureau 
for  collection  and  prosecution  under  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  and  in  the  management  and  disposition  of  prop- 
erty in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

The  bureau  shall,  upon  request  of  any  person,  furnish 
to  him  a lien  certificate  showing  the  taxes  due  on  any 
property  as  shown  by  its  records.  A fee  of  one  dollar 
($1)  shall  be  charged  for  any  such  certificate  for  the 
use  of  the  county. 


ARTICLE  III. 

LIEN  OP  TAXES ; FILING  OF  TAX  RETURNS ; ADJUDICATION. 

Section  301.  Taxes,  a First  Lien. — All  taxes  which 
may  hereafter  be  lawfully  levied  on  property  in  this 
Commonwealth  by  any  taxing  district,  and  all  taxes 
heretofore  lawfully  levied  by  any  taxing  district  on  any 
property,  the  lien  of  which  has  not  been  lost  under  exist- 
ing laws,  (whether  or  not  a claim  has  been  filed,  or  re- 
turn thereof  has  been  made  to  the  county  commissioners) 
shall  be  and  are  hereby  declared  to  be  a first  lien  on  said 
property.  Such  liens  shall  have  priority  to  and  be  fully 
paid  and  satisfied  out  of  the  proceeds  of  any  public  sale 
of  said  property  held  under  the  provisions  of  this  act 
before  any  mortgage,  obligation,  judgment  claim,  lien 
or  estate  with  which  the  said  property  may  have  or  shall 
become  charged,  or  for  which  it  may  become  liable,  save 
and  except  only  the  costs  of  the  sale  and  of  the  proceed- 
ings upon  which  it  is  made,  and  tax  liens  in  favor  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  which  shall  have  pri- 
ority to  such  tax  liens. 

Section  302.  Who  Entitled  to  Lien  for  Taxes. — The 
lien  for  taxes  shall  exist  in  favor  of,  and  the  claim  there- 
for shall  be  filed  against,  the  property  taxed  on  behalf 
of  the  taxing  district  to  which  the  tax  is  payable. 

Section  303.  Property  Subject  to  and  Exempt  from 
Claim. — All  property,  by  whomsoever  owned  and  for 
whatsoever  purpose  used,  shall  be  subject  to  claims  for 
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taxes,  except  such  property  as  is  exempt  by  law  from 
taxation,  or  as  is  not  made  subject  to  taxation  by  law. 

Section  304.  Tax  Liens  and  Municipal  Claims  Di- 
vested by  Sale. — The  lien  of  all  taxes  and  municipal 
claims  now  or  hereafter  imposed,  levied  or  assessed 
against  any  property  shall  be  divested  by  any  public 
sale  of  such  property  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  if 
the  amount  of  the  purchase  money  shall  be  at  least  equal 
to  the  amount  of  prior  tax  liens  of  the  Commonwealth, 
the  amount  of  all  taxes  and  municipal  claims  due  on 
such  property,  and  costs  of  sale. 

It  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  the  bureau  and  of  any 
other  officer  having  claims  or  judgments  for  taxes  and 
municipal  claims  for  collection  against  any  property, 
advertised  to  be  sold  at  public  sale  under  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  to  give  notice  to  the  officer  or  person  selling 
any  such  property  of  the  amount  of  tax  liens  of  the 
Commonwealth,  and  of  the  amount  of  all  taxes  and  mu- 
nicipal claims  against  the  same,  and  the  bureau  selling 
such  property  shall,  through  the  county  treasurer,  pay 
out  the  proceeds  arising  from  such  sale  in  the  order  of 
their  priority,  first,  the  costs  of  sale  and  the  proceedings 
upon  which  it  is  made ; second,  the  tax  liens  of  the  Com- 
monwealth ; third,  taxes  and  costs  due  thereon ; fourth, 
municipal  claims  and  costs  due  thereon ; and  fifth,  any 
balance  remaining  to  whomsoever  entitled  thereto. 

Section  305.  Claims  Against  Property  Owned  by 
Joint  Tenants  and  Tenants  in  Common. — When  any 
property  is  owned  by  joint  tenants  or  tenants  in  com- 
mon, and  any  such  tenant  has  paid  his  proportionate 
amount  of  taxes  due  thereon,  any  taxing  district  may 
cause  to  be  filed  a claim  for  the  unpaid  taxes  against  the 
estate,  title  and  interest  of  the  owners  who  have  not 
paid  their  proportionate  share  of  the  taxes.  Whenever 
a claim  for  taxes  shall  have  been  filed  against  property 
owned  by  joint  tenants  or  tenants  in  common,  the  bureau 
shall  release  the  estate,  title  and  interest  of  any  joint 
tenant  or  tenant  in  common  from  said  claim,  upon  pay- 
ment by  said  joint  tenant  or  tenant  in  common  of  his 
proportionate  share  of  the  taxes  included  therein  with 
proportionate  costs.  When  any  property  is  owned  by 
more  than  one  owner,  or  part  owner,  and  the  estate  and 
title  of  any  owner,  or  part  owner,  is  either  exempt  from 
taxation  or  has  not  been  made  subject  by  law  to  taxa- 
tion, the  estate  or  title  of  such  owner  or  owners  as  may 
not  be  exempt  from  taxation,  or  as  has  been  made  sub- 
ject thereto,  shall  be  subject  to  taxes  in  the  same  manner 
as  any  other  property  liable  to  assessment  for  taxes, 
the  claim  being  filed  against  all  the  estate,  title  and 
interest  of  the  owner  or  owners  subject  to  the  lien. 
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Section  306.  Return  of  Property  and  Delinquent 
Taxes ; Interest ; Settlements  by  Tax  Collectors. — 

(a)  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  (1)  the  county  commis- 
sioners of  each  county  of  the  third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth, 
seventh  and  eighth  classes  as  to  county  and  institution 
district  taxes,  and  of  the  corporate  authorities  of  each 
taxing  district  within  any  such  county  as  to  its  taxes, 
and  of  the  county  treasurer  as  to  any  unseated  land 
taxes  in  his  hands  for  collection,  (2)  the  county  treas- 
urer of  each  county  of  the  second  class  as  to  county  and 
county  institution  district  taxes,  and  of  the  corporate 
authorities  of  each  taxing  district  within  any  such 
county  as  to  its  taxes,  to  return  to  the  county  bureau 
on  or  before  the  first  Monday  of  May  of  each  year,  a 
list  of  all  properties  against  which  taxes  were  levied, 
the  whole  or  any  part  of  which  were  due  and  payable 
in  the  calendar  year  immediately  preceding  which  re- 
main unpaid,  giving  the  description  of  each  such  prop- 
erty, as  it  appears  in  the  tax  duplicate,  together  with 
the  amount  of  such  unpaid  taxes,  penalties  and  interest 
due  to  but  not  including  the  first  Monday  of  May  of  the 
year  of  return.  Interest  shall  be  charged  on  taxes  so 
returned  from  and  after  the  first  Monday  of  May  of 
the  year  of  return  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  (6%) 
per  annum. 

(b)  The  first  return  made  by  a taxing  district  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  also  include  all  taxes 
for  any  year  or  years  preceding  the  year  provided  for 
by  this  section,  if  the  lien  of  such  taxes  has  continued 
under  existing  law,  but  a claim  for  such  taxes  has  not 
been  reduced  to  judgment;  and  for  such  purpose,  the 
lien  of  such  taxes  shall  be  further  continued  for  the 
purpose  of  making  return  of  such  taxes,  and  the  making 
of  the  claim  therefor  absolute  under  the  provisions  of 
this  act. 

(c)  No  taxes  shall  be  returned  by  any  taxing  district 
where  the  owner  is  paying  his  delinquent  taxes  under 
the  provisions  of  any  act  of  Assembly  abating  penalties, 
interest  and  costs,  unless  there  has  been  a default  in 
payment  by  the  owner,  in  which  case  or  at  any  time 
when  a yearly  return  is  being  made  after  any  such  de- 
fault, return  shall  be  made  of  the  balance  due  as  fixed 
by  the  act  of  Assembly  abating  penalties,  interest  and 
costs,  or  either.  The  lien  of  all  such  taxes  shall  be  con- 
tinued for  the  purpose  of  making  a return  thereof  and 
collecting  the  same  under  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

(d)  The  taxing  district  shall  have  power  to  require 
its  tax  collector  to  adjust  his  duplicate  from  time  to 
time,  as  may  be  required  by  the  taxing  district,  and  to 
finally  settle  and  adjust  the  tax  duplicate  in  his  pos- 
session within  such  time  as  will  enable  it  to  make  the 
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return,  herein  provided  for,  within  the  time  required. 
All  laws  providing  for  the  adjustment  and  settlement  of 
duplicates  prior  to  the  time  fixed  by  the  taxing  districts, 
as  herein  provided,  are  hereby  repealed  insofar  as  they 
apply  to  the  time  fixed  for  the  settlement  of  duplicates. 

Section  307.  Filing  Claims;  Testing  Validity  of  Old 
Claims;  Joinder  of  Claims  of  Taxing  Districts. — (a) 
Claims  for  taxes  against  property  so  returned  must  be 
entered  by  the  bureau  in  the  office  thereof  in  suitable 
dockets. 

(b)  Claims  for  taxes  due  on  property  heretofore  re- 
turned to  the  county  commissioners  and  certified  to  the 
county  treasurer  for  tax  sale  purposes  under  existing 
law  must,  if  no  sale  on  such  claims  has  been  held,  be 
transferred  to  the  bureau  from  the  office  of  the  county 
treasurer  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  of  May,  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  forty-eight.  In  cases  where  an 
owner  is  paying  taxes  under  the  provisions  of  any  act 
of  Assembly  abating  penalties,  interest  and  costs,  or 
either,  the  claims  must  likewise  be  transferred,  as  herein 
provided,  but  not  costs  involved  in  such  transfer  shall 
be  chargeable  to  the  owner  so  long  as  he  is  not  in  de- 
fault in  his  payments.  Such  costs  shall  be  payable  by 
the  county  except  where  there  is  a default. 

(c)  Before  the  bureau  makes  any  transfer  of  tax 
claims  from  the  office  of  the  county  treasurer  and  enters 
the  same  in  the  proper  dockets,  the  director  shall  ex- 
amine such  returns  and  determine,  in  writing,  those 
claims,  if  any,  the  liens  of  which,  in  his  opinion,  have 
been  lost,  or  the  returns  of  which  are  invalid  on  their 
face,  and  which  cannot  be  corrected.  The  director  shall 
file  his  findings  in  the  office  of  the  bureau,  and  copies 
thereof  shall  be  furnished  to  any  taxing  district  having 
an  interest  in  any  claims  determined  by  the  director  to 
have  been  lost  or  invalid.  The  director  shall,  within  ten 
(10)  days  after  such  filing,  give  notice  once  a week  for 
two  (2)  consecutive  weeks  in  two  (2)  newspapers  of 
general  circulation,  if  so  many  are  published  in  the 
county,  and  in  the  legal  journal,  if  any,  designated  by 
the  court  for  the  publication  of  legal  notices,  (1)  of  the 
date  of  his  filing  of  such  findings,  (2)  where  a copy  of 
the  findings  may  be  secured,  and  (3)  that  any  taxing 
district,  having  objection  to  the  findings,  may  file  excep- 
tions with  the  bureau  within  fifteen  (15)  days  from  the 
date  of  the  filing  of  the  findings.  If,  after  hearing 
thereon,  the  exceptions  are  disallowed  by  the  bureau, 
the  taxing  district  may,  within  fifteen  (15)  days  there- 
after, appeal  by  petition  to  the  court  of  common  pleas, 
specifically  setting  forth  the  findings  to  which  objection 
is  made,  the  reasons  therefor  and  the  refusal  of  the 
bureau  to  sustain  their  exceptions.  Upon  the  filing  of 
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the  petition  in  open  court,  the  court  shall  order  the 
petition  and  the  findings  of  the  director  and  any  other 
petitions  filed,  docketed  to  the  same  number,  and  shall 
fix  a day  for  hearing  the  petitions,  of  which  such  notice 
shall  be  given  to  all  parties  interested,  as  the  court  may 
direct.  After  hearing,  the  court  shall  enter  its  order 
either  affirming,  modifying  or  reversing  the  findings  of 
the  director  as  to  it  shall  appear  just  and  proper.  The 
claims,  held,  lost  or  invalid  by  the  findings  of  the  direc- 
tor, where  there  has  been  no  appeal ; or  after  affirmation 
or  modification  of  such  findings  by  the  court ; or  in  the 
opinion  of  the  court  reversing  the  findings  of  the  direc- 
tor, shall  not  thereafter  be  further  proceeded  with.  The 
decisions  of  the  court  shall  be  final. 

(d)  Not  later  than  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  each 
year,  the  bureau  shall  make  up  from  the  tax  returns  re- 
ceived from  the  taxing  districts,  as  aforesaid,  a claim 
for  each  property  returned,  which  shall  contain  the  un- 
paid taxes  against  such  property,  which  are  due  all 
taxing  districts  as  found  in  the  various  returns.  Such 
claims  shall  be  entered  by  the  bureau  in  a suitable  claim 
docket  and  may  be  in  the  form  of  written  or  typewritten 
lists.  A claim  shall  cover  the  unpaid  taxes  due  all  tax- 
ing districts,  but  the  amount  due  each  taxing  district 
shall  nevertheless  be  shown  separately.  A number  of 
years’  taxes  of  different  kinds  may  be  included  in  one 
claim.  Any  claim  shall  be  amendable  by  leave  of  the 
bureau  upon  notice  to  the  defendant  as  the  bureau  may 
require. 

Section  308.  Notice  of  Filing  of  Returns  and  Entry 
of  Claim. — 

(a)  Not  later  than  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  of  each 
year,  the  bureau  shall  give  notice  of  the  return  of  said 
taxes  and  the  enti’y  of  such  claim  to  each  delinquent 
taxable,  by  United  States  registered  mail,  return  receipt 
requested,  postage  prepaid,  addressed  to  the  owner  at  his 
last  known  post  office  address.  If  no  post  office  address 
of  the  owner  is  known,  or  if  a notice  mailed  to  an  owner 
at  such  last  known  post  office  address  is  not  delivered 
to  him  by  the  postal  authorities,  then  notice,  as  herein 
provided,  shall  immediately  be  posted  on  the  property 
affected.  Each  ^mailed  and  posted  notice  shall,  (1)  show 
all  the  information  shown  on  the  claim  entered,  (2)  state 
that  if  payment  of  the  amount  due  the  several  taxing 
districts  for  said  taxes  is  not  made  to  the  county  treas- 
urer on  or  before  the  thirty-first  day  of  December  next 
following,  or  no  exceptions  thereto  filed,  the  said  claim 
shall  become  absolute,  (3)  state  that  on  July  first  of  the 
year  in  which  such  notice  is  given  the  one  (1)  year 
period  of  redemption  shall  commence  to  run,  and  that 
if  redemption  is  not  made  during  that  period  as  pro- 
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vided  by  this  act,  the  property  shall  be  sold  at  judicial 
sale  and  there  shall  be  no  further  redemption  after  such 
sale. 

(b)  In  the  ease  of  claims  for  taxes,  heretofore  filed 
in  the  office  of  the  prothonotary,  which  have  not  been 
heretofore  reduced  to  judgment,  where  the  lien  of  such 
claim  has  not  been  lost,  the  respective  taxing  districts 
shall  return  to  the  bureau  on  or  before  the  first  Mon- 
day of  May,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  forty-eight,  a 
complete  list  of  such  claims  and  the  properties  against 
which  the  same  are  filed,  and  the  bureau  shall  give  such 
owners  the  same  notice  as  above  provided. 

(c)  Notice  given  in  the  manner  provided  by  this 
section  shall  constitute  proper  service  on  the  owner.  A 
statement  in  the  claim  entered  that  due  notice  of  the 
same  was  given  shall  be  conclusive  evidence  that  notice 
was  given  as  required  by  law. 

(d)  The  costs  of  such  ^mailed  and  posted  notices 
shall  be  taxed  as  part  of  the  costs  of  the  proceedings  and 
shall  be  paid  by  the  owner  the  same  as  other  costs. 

Section  309.  Contents  of  Claims  Entered. — All  claims 
for  taxes  returned,  made  up  as  a claim  and  entered  in 
the  claim  docket  in  the  bureau  shall  set  forth : 

(a)  The  names  of  the  taxing  districts  for  which  filed, 

(b)  The  name  of  the  owner  of  the  property  against 
which  it  is  filed, 

(e)  A description  of  the  property  against  which  the 
claim  is  filed  sufficient  to  identify  the  same.  A descrip- 
tion of  the  property  shall  be  deemed  sufficient  if  it  con- 
tains (1)  a reference  to  a record  of  a deed  or  other 
instrument  of  conveyance  which  describes  the  property, 
or  (2)  a reference  to  the  number  or  number  and  block 
of  the  property  in  a plan,  recorded  in  the  office  of  the 
recorder  of  deeds  of  the  county,  and  the  record  of  such 
plan,  or  (3)  a reference  to  the  number  on  any  lot  and 
block  plan  officially  adopted  by  a taxing  district,  or  (4) 
a statement  of  the  street  and  number  of  the  property  as 
officially  designated  by  public  authorities  of  a taxing 
district  as  of  the  time  the  property  was  assessed,  or 
(5)  where  the  property  is  not  identified  by  reference 
to  the  record  of  a deed,  or  other  instrument  of  con- 
veyance, and  may  not  be  identified  by  street  and  num- 
ber, or  by  recorded  plan,  or  by  a lot  and  block  plan,  a 
statement  of  the  approximate  acreage  of  the  property 
and  the  name  of  at  least  one  (1)  owner  of  adjoining 
property,  if  such  statement  is  accompanied  by  informa- 
tion showing  the  character  of  and  use  to  which  the  prop- 
erty is  devoted,  as  for  instance  “dwelling  and  lot,” 
“vacant  lot,”  “vacant  land”  or  “hotel,  restaurant, 
apartment  house,  office  building,  bank  building,  manu- 
facturing plant,  industrial  plant  and  the  lands  belong- 
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mg  thereto,”  or  “farm  and  the  buildings  thereon,”  or 
“plant  nursery  and  buildings  thereon,”  or  “forest  or 
woodland,”  or  “wasteland,”  or  “coal  oil  or  other 
mineral  severed  from  the  surface,”  etc.,  or  intelligible 
abbreviations  thereof.  A variation  in  the  description  of 
the  property  given  in  the  claim  filed  from  that  shown 
on  the  assessment  for  tax  purposes  shall  not  constitute 
an  irregularity  and  shall  not  invalidate  the  claim.  The 
aforesaid  description  shall  not  be  deemed  exclusive. 

(d)  The  year  or  years,  period  or  periods,  for  which 
the  respective  taxes  were  levied,  and  the  amount  of 
taxes  due  for  each  year,  or  period,  and  the  penalties  and 
interest  due  thereon  at  the  time  of  filing. 

(e)  That  due  notice  of  the  returns  of  such  taxes, 
the  entry  of  the  claim  and  that  the  same  would  become 
absolute,  if  no  exceptions  were  filed,  was  given  to  the 
owner  in  the  manner  required  by  law. 

Said  claim  shall  be  entered  in  the  office  of  the  bureau 
in  the  proper  claim  docket  and  be  signed  by  or  have 
stamped  thereon  a facsimile  signature  of  the  director. 

Section  310.  Property  Included  in  Claims. — The 
property  described  in  tax  claims  shall  include  the  whole 
property  against  which  the  tax  was  levied.  In  all  cases 
where  a tax  is  levied  on  separate  and  distinct  properties 
as  one  estate,  the  taxing  district  shall,  upon  request  be- 
fore a claim  therefor  is  entered  in  the  claim  docket, 
apportion  the  same  rateably  upon  the  separate  and  dis- 
tinct properties.  The  bureau  to  which  any  such  tax  has 
been  returned,  on  proof  that  the  properties  were 
separate  and  distinct  at  the  time  the  tax  was  levied, 
shall  apportion  the  charge  against  such  properties. 
When  apportioned  they  shall  be  treated  and  considered 
in  all  respects  as  if  separate  and  distinct  claims  had 
been  entered.  Payment  and  satisfaction  of  any  one  por- 
tion may  be  made  without  prejudice  to  the  claim  as 
against  the  rest. 

Section  311.  Claims  Become  Absolute. — On  the  first 
day  of  January  next  following  the  notice  hereinbefore 
prescribed,  if  the  amount  of  the  tax  claim  referred  to  in 
the  notice  has  not  been  paid,  or  no  exceptions  thereto 
filed,  the  claim  shall  become  absolute.  Every  such  claim 
shall  bear  interest  as  hereinbefore  provided  to  the  date 
of  payment,  or  date  of  sale  held  under  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  except  in  the  case  of  claims  where  the  owner 
is  paying  his  taxes  under  the  provisions  of  any  law 
abating  penalties,  interests  and  costs,  or  either,  in  which 
case  the  claim  shall  bear  no  interest  and  costs,  unless 
there  is  a default  in  payment,  in  which  case  interest  shall 
run  on  the  amount  due  on  the  claim  at  the  time  of  de- 
fault, and  penalties,  interest  and  costs  abated  shall  be 
added  as  provided  by  the  act  of  Assembly  abating  the 
same. 
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Section  312.  Lien  Lost  if  Not  Returned  or  Trans- 
ferred to  Bureau. — Any  such  claim  for  taxes,  if  such 
taxes  were  returned  to  the  bureau  or  transferred  from 
the  office  of  the  county  treasurer  to  the  bureau  within 
the  time  required  by  this  act,  shall  remain  a lien  upon 
said  property  until  fully  paid  and  satisfied,  or  until 
said  property  shall  be  sold  as  provided  in  this  act.  If 
a tax  is  not  returned  or  transferred  to  the  bureau  within 
the  time  required  by  this  act,  its  lien  on  the  property 
shall  be  wholly  lost.  But  where  a tax  has  not  been  re- 
turned or  transferred  as  required  by  this  act,  a taxing 
district  may  nevertheless  proceed,  by  action  in  assumpsit, 
to  recover  the  amount  of  any  taxes  due  and  owing  by 
an  owner  at  any  time  within  six  (6)  years  after  the 
taxes  first  became  due. 

Section  313.  Substitution  of  Defendants. — Any  tax- 
ing district  may  before  or  after  return  of  a claim  to 
the  bureau,  but  before  such  claim  shall  become  absolute 
on  its  own  motion,  strike  off  the  name  of  any  defendant 
in  any  claim  filed,  and  may  substitute  as  a defendant 
any  person  who  may  have  an  interest  in  the  property 
as  owner,  or  who  is  the  personal  representative  of  an 
owner  who  has  died,  but  such  substitution  shall  always 
be  without  prejudice  to  any  intervening  rights,  and  in 
such  cases  notice  of  the  proposed  substitution  shall  first 
be  given  by  the  taxing  district  to  all  parties  in  interest. 

Section  314.  Proceeding  to  Attack  Validity  of 
Claim. — 

(a)  Any  claim  for  taxes  may,  prior  to  the  time  it 
becomes  absolute,  be  set  aside  or  reduced  in  amount 
by  the  bureau  in  which  it  is  filed  if  the  claim  is  found 
invalid  in  whole,  or  in  part,  by  reason  of  the  fact  that 
the  taxes  for  which  the  claim  was  entered  were  paid  in 
whole,  or  in  part,  to  a proper  officer  or  agent  of  the 
taxing  district. 

Any  such  claim  prior  to  the  time  it  becomes  absolute 
may  be  set  aside  or  reduced  in  amount  by  the  court  of 
common  pleas  on  appeal,  as  hereinafter  provided,  for 
any  reason  which  constitutes  a just,  sufficient  and  valid 
defense  to  the  claim  in  whole,  or  in  part,  except  want  of 
notice  of  the  return  and  entry  of  the  claim  by  the  bureau, 
or  for  any  dispute  in  the  amount  of  the  claim  which  in- 
volves the  amount  of  the  assessed  valuation  of  the  prop- 
erty or  the  validity  of  the  tax  levied. 

(h)  Any  defendant  in  any  such  claim,  at  any  time 
before  the  first  day  of  January  next  following  the  notice, 
as  aforesaid,  may  file  with  the  bureau  exceptions  to  the 
claim  as  entered,  or  to  any  part  of  the  claim.  The 
bureau,  after  giving  due  notice  to  the  taxing  districts  in- 
terested, shall  hold  a hearing  thereon  and  either  disallow 
the  exceptions  or  allow  the  exceptions  in  whole,  or  in 
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part,  and  strike  off  or  reduce  the  claim  in  accordance 
with  the  evidence  produced  and  the  powers  of  the  bureau 
as  hereinbefore  prescribed. 

If  the  defendant  is  aggrieved  by  the  decision  of  the 
bureau  he  may,  within  fifteen  (15)  days  after  notice 
thereof,  appeal  by  petition  to  the  court  of  common  pleas 
of  the  county  setting  forth  the  defense  he  has  to  the 
claim,  or  any  part  thereof,  and  the  refusal  of  the  bureau 
to  allow  his  exceptions  and  strike  off  or  reduce  the 
amount  of  the  claim.  Thereupon  the  court  shall  grant 
a rule  on  the  taxing  district  or  districts  to  show  cause 
why  the  claim  should  not  be  set  aside  or  reduced  in 
amount  as  prayed  for  in  the  petition.  The  petitioners 
shall  give  notice  of  such  proceeding  to  the  bureau. 

(c)  The  issues  raised  by  the  petition  and  the  answer 
thereto  by  the  taxing  district  or  districts  shall  be  tried 
by  the  court  or  a jury. 

(d)  The  petition  and  the  answer  or  answers  thereto, 
if  an  issue  of  fact  is  raised,  shall  be  endorsed  with  a 
statement  signed  by  the  party  or  his  attorney  in  the 
following  form : 

“Jury  trial  demanded,”  or 

“Jury  trial  waived.” 

The  endorsement  of  “jury  trial  waived”  on  both  peti- 
tion and  answer  or  answers  shall  be  deemed  a waiver  of 
a trial  by  jury  of  every  issue  in  the  proceeding. 

(e)  No  taxpayer  shall  have  the  right  to  proceed  by 
petition  to  the  court  of  common  pleas  to  open  a claim 
absolute  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  except  on  the 
ground  of  payment  of  the  tax  involved  or  failure  to  re- 
ceive notice.  The  remedy  provided  by  this  section  to 
contest  a tax  claim  entered  shall  be  deemed  exclusive 
except  as  herein  otherwise  provided. 

(f)  After  verdict  by  the  court  or  the  jury,  the  court 
shall,  by  its  final  order,  either  affirm  or  set  the  claim 
aside,  or  reduce  the  amount  of  the  claim  and  fix  the 
proper  amount  thereof  in  accordance  with  the  verdict, 
and  shall  assess  the  costs  of  the  proceedings  as  it  shall 
determine.  Any  party  aggrieved  by  the  final  order  en- 
tered in  the  proceeding  may  appeal  to  the  Superior  or 
Supreme  Court  as  in  other  cases.  Upon  final  order  of  the 
court,  or  upon  final  disposition  thereof,  upon  appeal  to 
the  Supreme  or  Superior  Court,  if  the  entire  claim  has 
not  been  set  aside,  such  return  shall  become  absolute. 

Section  315.  Entry  and  Indexing  of  Claims ; Satis- 
faction.— Every  return  made  to  and  every  claim  made 
up  by  the  bureau  and  the  result  of  every  proceeding 
thereon,  entered  in  accordance  with  this  act,  shall  be 
docketed  in  appropriate  dockets  in  the  office  of  the 
bureau  and  entered  in  suitable  indexes,  and  when  so 
entered  shall  continue  the  lien  of  the  tax  against  the 
property  charged  with  the  tax. 
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When  a claim  is  stricken  off  or  reduced  or  satisfied 
by  payment  or  a sale  has  been  held  of  the  property 
covered  by  the  claim,  the  director  shall  cause  a note 
thereof  to  be  made  on  such  docket  and  index  and  shall 
authenticate  the  same. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

SEQUESTRATION. 

Section  401.  Petition  for  Sequestrator. — After  the 
expiration  of  twenty  (20)  days  from  the  time  the  claim 
becomes  absolute,  except  in  cases  where  the  property 
is  essential  to  the  business  of  a quasi-public  corporation, 
the  court  shall,  on  the  petition  of  the  bureau,  appoint 
it  as  sequestrator  of  the  rents,  issues  and  profits  of  the 
property  bound  by  the  claim. 

Section  402.  Authority  for  Petition. — The  bureau 
may  present  any  such  petition  on  its  own  motion,  and 
shall  do  so  at  the  request,  in  writing,  of  any  taxing  dis- 
tricts. 

Section  403.  Procedure  to  Obtain  Possession. — If 
either  the  owner  against  whom  the  claim  is  entered,  be- 
ing in  possession  of  the  property  sequestered,  or  the 
party  in  possession,  refuses  to  pay  a fair  rent  to  the 
sequestrator,  the  court  shall,  upon  the  petition  filed, 
grant  a rule  on  the  property  owner  or  party  in  possession 
to  show  cause  why  possession  of  the  property  should  not 
be  delivered  to  the  sequestrator.  The  petition  and  rule 
shall  be  served  on  the  owner  or  party  in  possession  in 
such  manner  and  within  such  time  as  the  court  may 
direct.  If  the  rule  is  made  absolute,  the  court  shall 
award  a writ  in  the  nature  of  a wTrit  of  habere  facias 
possessionem  directed  to  the  owner  or  party  in  posses- 
sion, commanding  him  to  deliver  possession  to  the  se- 
questrator within  fifteen  (15)  days  thereafter,  unless 
such  property  is  occupied  by  the  owner  and  his  family 
for  a home,  in  which  case  he  shall  be  commanded  to 
deliver  possession  within  thirty  (30)  days  thereafter. 

Section  404.  Powers  of  Sequestrator. — A sequestra- 
tor shall  have  power  to  retain  possession  of  the  property, 
as  sequestrator,  until  all  taxes  owing  to  the  several  tax- 
ing districts  shall  have  been  collected  or  paid.  He  shall 
have  power  (a)  to  lease  the  property  for  a period  not 
exceeding  one  (1)  year,  with  the  usual  privilege  of  re- 
newal or  termination  thereof  upon  three  (3)  months’ 
notice,  but  not  for  the  purpose  of  extracting  any  miner- 
als or  oil  or  the  cutting  of  timber,  (b)  to  make  such 
repairs  to  the  property  as  may  be  reasonably  necessary 
to  restore  and  maintain  it  in  a tenantable  condition, 
and  to  carry  insurance  on  such  property,  (c)  to  adver- 
tise the  property  for  rent,  (d)  to  collect  the  costs  of 
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repairs,  advertising  and  commissions  of  rental  agents 
from  rentals  collected  or  from  a redeeming  owner,  (e) 
to  sell  and  dispose  of  growing  crops,  and  (f)  to  appoint 
a licensed  real  estate  broker  or  agent,  as  agent  to  col- 
lect the  rentals  of  the  property,  and  pay  such  agents 
the  customary  commissions  for  rent  collections.  The 
bureau  shall  not,  in  any  case,  without  prior  approval 
of  the  county  commissioners,  or  in  case  of  cities  of  the 
first  class,  the  city  council,  incur  any  expense  for  the 
maintenance,  repair  or  alteration  of  any  property  in 
excess  of  eighty  per  centum  (80%)  of  the  amount  of 
rental  to  be  received  from  such  property  within  a period 
of  one  (1)  year  under  a lease  entered  into  at  or  before 
the  time  such  expense  is  incurred.  All  commissions,  costs 
and  necessary  expenses  shall  be  deducted  from  the  rents 
collected  before  paying  the  net  balance  towards  taxes. 

Section  405.  Return  of  Possession. — Any  owner  of 
the  property  may  redeem  it  from  the  sequestrator  and 
be  again  entitled  to  possession  thereof  upon  payment  of 
the  amount  of  taxes  then  owing  upon  the  property 
after  the  payment  of  commissions,  costs  and  expenses 
of  the  sequestration  proceedings.  Upon  payment  of  all 
taxes  and  costs  or  the  satisfaction  of  the  taxes  and  costs 
by  collection  of  rentals,  the  sequestrator  shall  transfer 
possession  of  the  property  to  the  owner,  subject  to  any 
existing  lease  given  by  the  sequestrator,  which  lease 
shall  be  assigned  to  the  owner.  The  sequestrator  shall 
in  such  cases  enter  satisfaction  on  the  record  of  the  tax 
claim. 

In  any  case  where  it  appears  to  the  sequestrator  that 
property  taken  into  possession  does  not  yield  any  rev- 
enue or  not  sufficient  revenue  to  continue  in  possession 
thereof,  he  may,  with  the  consent  of  the  court,  return 
possession  of  the  property  to  the  owner  subject  to  any 
existing  lease  given  by  the  sequestrator,  and  thereafter 
such  property  may  be  sold  at  the  next  sale  held  at  least 
ninety  (90)  days  after  such  return  of  possession  in 
the  manner  provided  by  this  act. 

Section  406.  General  Powers  and  Remedies  of  Se- 
questrator.— Sequestrators  appointed  under  this  act  shall 
have  and  exercise  all  the  powers,  and  shall  be  entitled 
to  use  all  remedies  conferred  by  law  upon  sequestrators 
in  other  proceedings  so  far  as  applicable. 

ARTICLE  V. 

REDEMPTION  OF  PROPERTY  BEFORE  SALE. 

Section  501.  Redemption  of  Property  From  Effects 
of  Tax  Claims. — 

(a)  Any  owner,  his  heirs  or  legal  representa- 
tives, or  any  lien  creditor,  his  heirs,  assigns  or  legal 
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representative,  or  other  person  interested,  may,  within 
one  (1)  year  after  the  first  day  of  July  of  the  year 
in  which  the  claim  was  filed  and  notice  given,  redeem 
such  property  for  the  benefit  of  the  owner  by  pay- 
ment to  the  bureau  of  the  amount  of  the  aforesaid 
claim  and  interest  thereon,  the  amount  of  any  other  tax 
claim  or  tax  judgment  due  on  such  property  and  interest 
thereon,  and  the  amount  of  all  accrued  taxes  which 
remain  unpaid,  the  record  costs,  including  pro  rata  costs 
of  the  notice  or  notices  given  in  connection  with  the 
returns  or  claims. 

The  bureau  shall  receive  and  receipt  for  said  pay- 
ments, and  shall  make  distribution  thereof  through  the 
county  treasurer  to  the  taxing  districts  entitled  therto. 
The  bureau  shall  forthwith  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
the  redemption  moneys  by  entering  satisfaction  on  the 
record  of  the  claim  in  the  office  of  the  bureau  which 
shall  be  signed  by  the  director. 

(b)  When  any  property  is  so  redeemed  by  a lien 
creditor,  or  his  heirs,  assigns  or  legal  representatives, 
or  by  any  person  interested  for  the  benefit  of  the  owner, 
the  bureau  shall  issue  to  the  person  redeeming  such 
property  a certificate,  stating  the  fact  of  such  redemp- 
tion, a brief  description  of  the  property  redeemed,  and 
the  amount  of  the  redemption  money  paid,  which  cer- 
tificate may  be  entered  in  the  office  of  the  prothontary 
of  the  county  as  a judgment  against  the  owner  of  the 
property  for  the  amount  stated  therein.  The  lien  of 
any  such  judgment  shall  have  priority  over  all  other 
liens  against  such  property  in  the  same  manner  and 
to  the  same  extent  as  the  taxes  involved  in  the  redemp- 
tion. 

(c)  There  shall  be  no  redemption  of  any  property 
after  the  sale  thereof. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

SALE  OF  PROPERTY. 

Section  601.  Date  of  Sale. — (a)  Commencing  on  the 
second  Monday  of  July  of  each  year,  or  on  any  day  to 
which  a sale  may  be  adjourned,  or  readjourned,  such 
adjournment  not  to  be  for  a longer  period  than  sixty 
(60)  days,  or  any  day  to  which  a sale  may  be  continued, 
the  bureau  shall  sell  such  property  (except  where  the 
property  is  essential  to  the  business  of  quasi-public 
corporations)  against  which  a tax  claim  has  become  ab- 
solute, and  the  period  of  redemption  has  expired  (with- 
out the  property  having  been  redeemed),  or  against 
which  a tax  judgment  has  heretofore  been  entered  under 
any  other  law,  which  judgment  has  not  been  satisfied 
and  on  which  a sale  has  not  been  stayed  by  agreement, 
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in  the  manner  hereinafter  provided,  and  where  the 
property  subject  to  the  claim  or  judgment  is  not  or 
no  longer  remains  in  possession  of  the  sequestrator.  The 
bureau  may  for  convenience  and  because  of  the  number 
of  properties  involved,  schedule  sales  of  property  in 
various  taxing  districts  or  wards  thereof  on  different 
dates,  but  all  sales,  except  as  herein  otherwise  provided, 
shall  be  held  by  the  bureau  by  the  end  of  the  said  calen- 
dar year.  Taxing  districts  shall  notify  the  bureau  of  tax 
judgments  which  have,  prior  to  the  effective  date  of 
this  act,  been  entered  under  any  other  law  in  order  that 
properties  subject  to  the  lien  of  such  judgments  may 
be  included  in  the  sale. 

(b)  No  property  shall  be  exposed  to  sale  where  the 
delinquent  taxes  involved  in  a claim  are  being  paid  by 
the  owner  under  any  law  abating  penalties,  interests 
and  costs,  or  either,  unless  there  has  been  a default  by 
the  owner  in  payment,  in  which  case  the  sale  of  the 
property  shall  be  proceeded  with,  as  herein  provided, 
at  the  time  fixed  for  the  next  scheduled  sale,  occurring 
at  least  ninety  (90)  days  after  such  default. 

Section  602.  Notice  of  Sale. — Prior  to  any  scheduled 
sale,  the  bureau  shall  give  notice  thereof,  once  a week 
for  three  (3)  consecutive  weeks  in  two  (2)  newspapers 
of  general  circulation  in  the  county,  if  so  many  are  pub- 
lished therein,  and  once  in  the  legal  journal,  if  any, 
designated  by  the  court  for  the  publication  of  legal 
notices.  Such  notice  shall  set  forth  (a)  the  purposes 
of  such  sale,  (b)  the  time  of  such  sale,  (c)  the  place  of 
such  sale,  (d)  the  terms  of  the  sale  including  the  ap- 
proximate upset  price,  (e)  the  descriptions  of  the  prop- 
erties to  be  sold  as  stated  in  the  claims  entered,  each 
description  commencing  with 

< i 

Name  of  Owner 
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description 

The  description  may  be  given  in  intelligible  abbrevia- 
tions. 

Such  published  notice  shall  be  addressed  to  the  “own- 
ers of  properties  described  in  this  notice  and  to  all  per- 
sons having  tax  liens,  tax  judgments  or  municipal  claims 
against  such  properties.” 

In  addition  to  such  publications,  notice  of  the  sale 
shall  also  be  given  by  the  bureau,  by  United  States  reg- 
istered mail,  return  receipt  requested,  postage  prepaid, 
to  each  owner  at  least  ten  (10)  days  ^before  the  date 
of  sale,  addressed  to  his  last  known  post  office  address, 
or  if  no  post  office  address  is  known,  or  if  the  notice 


* "bfore,”  in  original. 
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addressed  to  the  owner  is  not  delivered  to  the  owner 
by  the  postal  authorities,  such  notice  shall  be  posted 
on  the  property. 

The  published  notice,  the  mail  notice  and  the  posted 
notice  shall  each  state  that  the  sale  of  any  property 
may,  at  the  option  of  the  bureau,  be  stayed  if  the  owner 
thereof  or  any  lien  creditor  of  the  owner  on  or  before 
the  date  of  sale  enters  into  an  agreement  with  the  bureau 
to  pay  the  taxes  in  instalments,  in  the  manner  provided 
by  this  act,  and  the  agreement  entered  into. 

In  case  the  property  of  any  corporation,  limited  part- 
nership or  joint-stock  association  is  advertised  for  sale, 
the  bureau  shall  give  to  the  Department  of  Revenue  the 
notice  required  by  section  one  thousand  four  hundred 
two  of  the  Fiscal  Code  of  the  ninth  day  of  April,  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  twenty-nine  (Pamphlet  Laws 
343). 

No  sale  shall  be  defeated  and  no  title  to  property  sold 
shall  be  invalidated  because  of  proof  that  mail  notice 
as  herein  required  was  not  received  by  the  owner. 

The  costs  of  such  advertisement  and  notices  shall  be 
taxed  as  part  of  the  costs  of  such  proceedings  and  shall 
be  paid  by  the  owner  the  same  as  other  costs. 

Section  603.  Agreements  to  Stay  Sale. — Any  owner 
or  lien  creditor  of  the  owner  may,  at  the  option  of  the 
bureau,  prior  to  the  date  of  any  scheduled  sale,  enter 
into  an  agreement,  in  writing,  with  the  bureau  to  stay 
the  sale  of  the  property  upon  the  payment  of  twenty- 
five  per  centum  (25%)  of  the  amount  due  on  all  tax 
claims  and  tax  judgments  filed  or  entered  against  such 
property  and  the  interest  on  the  taxes  returned  to  date, 
as  provided  by  this  act,  and  agreeing  therein  to  pay 
the  balance  of  said  claims  and  judgments  and  the  in- 
terest thereon  in  not  more  than  three  (3)  instalments 
(the  last  instalment  to  include  all  costs  due),  all  within 
one  (1)  year  of  the  date  of  said  agreement,  the  agree- 
ment to  specify  the  dates  on  or  before  which  each  in- 
stalment shall  be  paid,  and  the  amount  of  each  instal- 
ment and  the  costs.  So  long  as  said  agreement  is  being 
fully  complied  with  by  the  taxpayer,  the  sale  of  the 
property  covered  by  the  agreement  shall  be  stayed. 
But  in  case  of  default  in  such  agreement  by  the  owner 
or  lien  creditor,  the  bureau,  after  written  notice  of 
such  default  given  by  United  States  mail,  postage  pre- 
paid, to  the  owner  or  lien  creditor  at  the  address  stated 
in  the  agreement,  shall  proceed  with  the  sale  of  such 
property  in  the  manner  herein  provided  at  the  next 
scehduled  sale  of  property  to  be  held  at  least  ninety 
(90)  days  after  such  default. 

Section  604.  Sales  of  Property  of  Quasi-Public  Cor- 
poration.— Where  a claim  becomes  absolute  and  the 
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property  covered  thereby  is  essential  to  the  business 
of  a quasi-public  corporation,  the  bureau  shall  have  the 
right  of  execution  thereupon,  as  in  cases  of  judgments, 
against  such  corporations.  Upon  the  distribution  of 
any  fund  realized  by  a sale  of  the  franchises  and  the 
whole  or  any  part  of  the  property  and  assets  of  the 
corporation,  the  court  shall  determine  the  actual  value 
of  the  property  bound  by  the  tax  claim  and  the  claim 
shall  be  preferred  with  other  like  claims  to  the  extent 
of  the  value  of  the  property  thus  determined. 

Section  605.  Upset  Sale  Price. — The  bureau  shall 
fix  as  the  upset  price  to  be  realized  at  the  sale  of  any 
property  upon  a claim  absolute,  the  sum  of  (a)  the 
tax  liens  of  the  Commonwealth,  (b)  the  amount  of  the 
claim  absolute  and  interest  thereon  on  which  the  sale 
is  being  held,  (e)  the  amount  of  any  other  tax  claim 
or  tax  judgment  due  on  such  property  and  interest  on 
the  judgment  to  the  date  of  sale,  (d)  the  amount  of  all 
accrued  taxes,  whether  or  not  returned,  a record  of  which 
shall  be  furnished  to  the  bureau  by  tax  collectors,  re- 
ceivers of  taxes  and  taxing  districts,  (e)  the  amount 
of  the  municipal  claims  against  the  property,  and  (f) 
the  record  costs  and  costs  of  sale,  including  pro  rata 
costs  of  the  publication  of  notice  and  costs  of  mail 
and  posted  notices  in  connection  with  the  return  of 
the  claim  and  mail  and  posted  notices  of  sale. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  taxing  districts,  having 
municipal  claims  against  any  such  property,  to  certify 
the  amount  thereof  to  the  bureau  for  the  purpose  of 
including  the  same  in  the  upset  price. 

No  sale  of  property  shall  be  made  by  the  bureau  un- 
less a bid  equal  to  the  upset  price  is  made,  and  where 
sufficient  is  not  bid,  the  sale  shall  be  continued  from 
month  to  month  without  further  advertisement  for  not 
more  than  three  (3)  months  in  order  to  give  the  bureau 
a chance  to  sell  the  property  at  private  sale,  or  to  peti- 
tion court  for  an  order  to  sell  the  same,  freed  and  dis- 
charged of  all  liens  as  hereinafter  provided. 

Section  606.  Payments  by  Purchasers  at  Sales. — The 
purchaser  of  any  property  at  any  such  sale  shall,  as 
soon  as  the  property  is  struck  down,  pay  to  the  bureau 
the  entire  purchase  money.  In  case  said  amount  is  not 
so  paid,  the  sale  shall  be  voided  and  the  property  shall 
be  put  up  again  at  the  same  sale. 

Section  607.  Bureau’s  Return  to  Court;  Notice; 
Confirmation;  Appeal. — (a)  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
bureau,  not  later  than  sixty  (60)  days  after  a scheduled 
sale  was  held,  to  make  a consolidated  return  to  the  court 
of  common  pleas  of  the  county,  wherein  it  shall  set 
forth,  (1)  a brief  description  of  each  property  exposed 
to  sale,  (2)  the  name  of  the  owner  in  whose  name  it 
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was  assessed,  (3)  a reference  to  the  record  of  the  tax 
claim  on  which  the  sale  was  held,  (4)  the  time  when 
and  the  newspapers  in  which  the  advertisement  for  sale' 
was  made,  with  a copy  of  said  advertisement,  (5)  the 
time  of  sale,  (6)  the  name  of  the  purchaser,  if  any, 
and  (7)  the  price  for  which  each  property  was  sold,  or 
that  no  bid  was  made  equal  to  the  upset  price  and  the 
property  was  not  sold.  Upon  the  presentation  of  said 
return,  if  it  shall  appear  to  said  court  that  such  sale 
has  been  regularly  conducted  under  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  the  said  return  and  the  sales  so  made  shall 
be  confirmed  nisi. 

(b)  The  bureau  shall,  at  the  expense  of  the  county, 
within  ten  (10)  days  after  confirmation  nisi  of  the 
return,  publish  a general  notice  once  in  a newspaper  of 
general  circulation  published  in  the  county,  and  in  the 
legal  journal,  if  any,  designated  by  rules  of  court  for 
the  publication  of  legal  notices,  stating  (1)  that  the 
return  of  the  bureau  with  respect  to  any  such  sale 
for  taxes  has  been  presented  to  the  court,  (2)  giving 
the  date  of  such  presentation,  and  (3)  that  objections 
or  exceptions  thereto  may  be  filed  by  any  owner  or  lien 
creditor  within  sixty  (60)  days  after  the  date  of  return, 
otherwise  the  return  will  be  confirmed  absolutely. 

(c)  In  case  no  objections  or  exceptions  are  filed  to 
any  such  sale  within  sixty  (60)  days  after  the  date  of 
return,  a decree  of  absolute  confirmation  shall  be  en- 
tered as  of  course  by  the  prothonotarv. 

(d)  Any  objections  or  exceptions  to  such  a sale  may 
question  the  regularity  or  legality  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  bureau  in  respecct  to  such  sale,  but  may  not  raise 
the  legality  of  the  taxes  on  which  the  sale  was  held, 
or  of  the  return  thereof  to  the  bureau,  or  the  claim 
entered  therefor.  In  case  any  objections  or  exceptions 
are  filed  they  shall  be  disposed  of  according  to  the 
practice  of  the  court.  If  the  same  are  overruled  or  set 
aside,  a decree  of  absolute  confirmation  shall  be  entered 
by  the  court. 

(e)  If  such  objections  or  exceptions  are  sustained 
and  the  court  deems  the  defect  not  amendable,  it  shall, 
by  its  order  or  decree,  invalidate  the  sale  and  order 
another  sale  to  be  held  in  conformity  with  this  act  at 
such  time  and  under  such  conditions  as  it  shall  fix. 

(f)  From  the  decision  of  the  court  of  common  pleas, 
any  party  interested  may  appeal  to  the  Supreme  or 
Superior  Court  as  in  other  cases. 

(g)  If  no  objections  or  exceptions  are  filed,  or  where 
objections  or  exceptions  are  finally  overruled  and  the 
sale  confirmed  absolutely,  the  validity  of  the  tax,  its 
return  for  nonpayment,  the  entry  of  the  claim,  or  the 
making  of  such  claim  absolute  and  the  proceedings  of 
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the  bureau  with  respect  to  such  sale,  or  the  time  of  hold- 
ing the  sale,  or  of  petitioning  court  for  an  order  of  sale 
shall  not  thereafter  be  inquired  into  judicially  in  equity 
or  by  civil  proceedings  by  the  person  in  whose  name 
such  property  was  sold,  his  or  her  or  theirs,  or  his,  her 
*or  their  grantees  or  assigns  or  by  any  lien  creditor 
or  other  person  whatever.  There  shall  be  no  period  of 
redemption  after  such  sale  and  the  sale  shall  be  deemed 
to  pass  a good  and  valid  title  to  the  purchaser,  free  from 
any  liens  or  encumbrances  whatsoever,  except  such  liens 
as  are  hereafter  specifically  saved,  and  in  all  respects 
as  valid  and  effective  as  if  acquired  by  a sheriff’s  deed. 

Section  608.  Deed. — When  the  purchaser  has  paid 
the  amount  of  his  bid,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  bureau 
to  make  to  the  said  purchaser,  his  or  their  heirs  or  as- 
signs a deed  in  fee  simple  for  the  property  sold.  Each 
such  deed  shall  be  duly  acknowledged  before  the  pro- 
thonotary  by  the  director  and  a notation  of  such  deed 
and  acknowledgment  shall  be  duly  entered  on  the  proper 
records.  The  deed  shall,  before  delivery,  be  recorded 
in  the  office  for  the  recording  of  deeds  at  the  cost  of  the 
purchaser. 

Section  609.  Certain  Liens  Divested  by  Sale. — Every 
such  sale  shall  discharge  the  lien  of  every  obligation, 
claim,  lien  or  estate  with  which  said  property  may  have 
or  shall  become  charged,  or  for  which  it  may  become 
liable,  except  no  such  sale  shall  discharge  the  lien  of  any 
ground  rent  or  mortgage  which  shall  have  been  recorded 
before  such  taxes  became  liens,  and  which  is  or  shall  be 
prior  to  all  other  liens,  except  other  mortgages  and 
ground  rents. 

Section  610.  Proceedings  When  Upset  Price  Not 
Bid. — In  cases  where  the  upset  price  shall  not  be  bid 
at  any  such  sale,  the  property  shall  not  be  sold  at  that 
time  and  the  sale  shall  be  continued  from  month  to 
month,  for  not  more  than  three  (3)  months,  without 
further  advertising,  and  the  bureau  shall,  sometime 
within  one  (1)  year  from  the  date  of  such  sale,  file  its 
petition  in  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county 
setting  forth  the  tax  claim  upon  which  the  property 
was  exposed  for  sale,  that  neither  the  owner,  his  heirs 
or  legal  representatives  or  any  lien  creditor,  his  heirs, 
assigns  or  legal  representatives  or  other  person  inter- 
ested has  redeemed  the  property,  that  the  property  was 
exposed  to  public  sale  and  the  date  of  such  sale,  that 
before  exposing  the  property  to  public  sale  the  bureau 
fixed  an  upset  price,  as  herein  provided,  and  that  it  was 
unable  to  obtain  a bid  sufficient  to  pay  said  upset  price. 
Upon  the  presentation  of  such  petition,  accompanied 
with  searches,  showing  the  state  of  the  record  and  the 
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ownership  of  the  property  and  all  tax  and  municipal 
claims,  liens,  mortgages  and  ground  rents  against  the, 
same,  the  court  shall  grant  a rule  upon  all  parties  thus 
shown  to  be  interested  to  appear  and  show  cause  why  a 
decree  should  not  be  made  that  said  property  be  sold, 
freed  and  cleared  of  their  respective  claims,  liens,  mort- 
gages and  ground  rents.  The  rule  shall  be  made  return- 
able in  not  more  than  thirty  (30)  days  from  the  date 
the  petition  was  presented. 

Section  611.  Service  of  Rule. — Service  of  the  rule 
shall  be  made  in  the  same  manner  as  writs  of  scire  facias 
are  served  in  this  Commonwealth.  When  service  cannot 
be  made  in  the  county  where  the  rule  was  granted,  the 
sheriff  of  the  county  shall  deputize  the  sheriff  of  any 
other  county  in  this  Commonwealth,  where  service  can 
be  made.  If  service  of  the  rule  cannot  be  made  in  this 
Commonwealth,  then  the  rule  shall  be  served  on  the 
person  named  in  the  rule  by  the  sheriff,  by  sending  him, 
by  registered  mail,  return  receipt  requested,  postage  pre- 
paid, at  least  fifteen  (15)  days  before  the  return  day  of 
the  rule,  a true  and  attested  copy  thereof,  addressed  to 
such  person’s  last  known  post  office  address.  The  sheriff 
shall  attach  to  his  return,  the  return  receipts,  and  if  the 
person  named  in  the  rule  has  refused  to  accept  the  regis- 
tered mail  or  cannot  be  found  at  his  last  known  address, 
shall  attach  evidence  thereof.  This  shall  constitute  suffi- 
cient service  under  this  act. 

Section  612.  Hearing  and  Order. — If  upon  hearing, 
the  court  is  satisfied  that  service  of  the  rule  has  been 
made  upon  the  parties  named  in  the  rule,  in  the  manner 
provided  by  this  act,  and  that  the  facts  stated  in  the 
petition  are  true,  it  shall  order  and  decree  that  said 
property  be  sold  at  a subsequent  day  to  be  fixed  by  the 
court,  freed  and  cleared  of  all  tax  and  municipal  claims, 
mortgages,  liens,  charges  and  estates  of  whatsoever  kind 
to  the  highest  bidder,  and  that  the  purchaser  at  such 
sale  shall  take  and  thereafter  have  an  absolute  title  to 
the  property  sold  free  and  clear  of  all  tax  and  municipal 
claims,  mortgages,  liens,  charges  and  estates  of  whatso- 
ever kind,  except  ground  rents,  separately  taxed.  Out 
of  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  shall  be  paid  the  costs  set 
forth  in  the  upset  price  at  the  prior  sale,  and  the  addi- 
tional costs  incurred  relative  to  this  sale,  including  the 
fee  for  title  search,  not  to  exceed  fifteen  dollars  ($15). 
The  remainder  of  said  proceeds  shall  be  distributed  by 
the  county  treasurer  as  hereinbefore  provided.  After 
the  purchaser  shall  have  paid  over  the  purchase  price, 
the  bureau  shall  make  and  deliver  a deed  in  the  manner 
hereinbefore  provided.  When  aforesaid  petition  for  sale 
is  presented  within  three  (3)  months  after  the  date  of 
the  former  sale,  the  court,  on  its  order,  shall  direct  that 
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no  further  advertisement  is  required.  In  eases  where 
said  petition  is  presented  after  the  three  (3)  month 
period  has  expired,  the  court  shall,  in  its  order  fixing  a 
subsequent  sale,  direct  that  the  readvertisement  of  such 
sale  need  not  be  published  three  (3)  consecutive  weeks, 
nor  include  a list  and  description  of  the  lands  to  be  sold, 
but  need  only  be  advertised  by  one  (1)  insertion  in  one 
(1)  or  two  (2)  newspapers  as  hereinbefore  provided  for 
such  advertisements,  at  least  thirty  (30)  days  prior  to 
the  sale,  and  include  the  purpose,  the  time,  the  place 
and  the  terms  of  such  sale  with  a reference  to  the  prior 
advertisement. 

In  any  such  petition  for  sale,  the  bureau  may,  if  it 
deems  the  same  advantageous,  request  the  court  to  fix  the 
place  of  sale  at  the  property  to  be  sold,  and  if  the  court 
is  convinced  the  taxing  districts  interested  will  be  bene- 
fited thereby,  it  shall  order  the  sale  to  be  held  on  the 
property  to  be  sold. 

Section  613.  Properties  Not  Sold  Because  of  Insuffi- 
cient Bid  May  be  Sold  at  Private  Sale. — (a)  Any  time 
within  one  (1)  year  after  any  property  has  been  exposed 
to  public  sale  and  such  sale  is  continued  because  no  bid 
was  made  equal  to  the  upset  price,  as  hereinbefore  pro- 
vided, the  bureau  may,  on  its  own  motion,  and  shall,  on 
the  written  instructions  of  any  taxing  district  having 
any  tax  claims  or  tax  judgments  against  said  property, 
agree  to  sell  the  property  at  private  sale,  at  any  price 
approved  by  the  bureau.  Notice  of  the  proposed  sale, 
stating  the  price  and  the  property  proposed  to  be  sold, 
shall  be  given  to  each  such  taxing  district  and  to  the 
owner  of  the  property.  The  corporate  authorities  of 
any  taxing  district,  having  any  tax  claims  or  tax  judg- 
ments against  the  property  which  is  to  be  sold  or  the 
owner  may,  if  not  satisfied  that  the  sale  price  approved 
by  the  bureau  is  sufficient,  within  fifteen  (15)  days  after 
notice  of  the  proposed  sale,  petition  the  court  of  com- 
mon pleas  of  the  county  to  disapprove  the  sale.  The 
court  shall,  in  such  case,  after  notice  to  each  such  taxing 
district,  the  owner,  the  bureau  and  the  purchaser,  hear 
all  interested  parties.  After  such  hearing,  the  court 
may  either  confirm  or  disapprove  the  sale  as  to  it  ap- 
pears just  and  proper.  If  the  sale  is  disapproved,  the 
court  shall  at  the  same  time  fix  a price  below  which  such 
property  shall  not  be  sold. 

(b)  When  an  offer  to  purchase  any  such  property 
has  been  received,  and  the  price  has  been  disapproved 
by  the  bureau,  the  bureau  shall,  on  the  written  instruc- 
tions, of  any  interested  taxing  district,  submit  by  petition 
the  proposed  sale  to  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the 
county  for  approval.  The  court  shall,  after  affording 
the  owner  and  each  taxing  district  having  any  tax  claims 
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or  tax  judgments  against  the  property  an  opportunity 
to  be  heard  on  such  notice,  as  the  court  deems  appro- 
priate, approve  or  disapprove  the  sale.  If  the  court  ap- 
proves the  sale,  it  shall  be  consummated  with  like  effect 
as  though  it  had  been  approved  by  the  bureau  and  by 
all  taxing  districts  having  said  interest. 

Section  614.  Options. — (a)  The  bureau  shall  have 
the  right  to  accept  option  money  to  bind  the  private  sale 
of  any  such  property  at  the  price  offered  therefor,  which 
shall  be  credited  to  the  purchase  price  when  the  sale  is 
effected,  or  be  retained  for  the  use  of  the  taxing  dis- 
tricts, if  the  purchase  price  is  not  paid  over.  But  if  the 
purchase  price  is  not  approved  or  confirmed,  as  herein- 
before provided,  and  the  sale  is  not  consummated  for  that 
reason,  the  option  money  shall  be  returned  to  the  pros- 
pective purchaser,  (b)  Before  a petition  is  presented 
to  court  for  a subsequent  sale,  as  herein  provided,  the 
bureau  shall  have  the  right  to  accept  option  money  from 
any  person  who  agrees  to  bid  a certain  agreed  price  for 
the  property  at  the  sale,  and  such  money  shall  be  credited 
to  the  purchase  price,  if  such  person  purchases  the  prop- 
erty at  the  sale  at  a price  not  less  than  the  agreed  price. 
If  said  person  does  not  bid  the  amount  agreed  upon,  or 
more,  or  if  the  purchase  price  is  not  paid  over,  then 
the  option  money  shall  be  retained  for  the  use  of  the 
taxing  districts.  But  if  the  property  is  sold  to  any  other 
bidder  for  a price  in  excess  of  the  agreed  offer,  the 
option  money  shall  be  returned  to  the  person  having  de- 
posited the  same,  (c)  Such  option  money  shall  be  de- 
posited in  the  county  treasury. 

Section  615.  Deeds. — When  the  price  for  the  pri- 
vate sale  of  any  said  property  has  been  finally  approved 
or  confirmed,  as  hereinbefore  provided,  the  bureau  shall 
upon  payment  over  of  the  purchase  price  less  the  option 
money,  if  any,  make  to  the  purchaser,  his  or  their  heirs 
or  assigns,  a deed  in  fee  simple  for  the  property  sold. 
Each  such  deed  shall  be  in  the  name  of  the  bureau,  as 
trustee  grantor  and  shall  be  duly  acknowledged  before 
the  prothonotary  by  the  director.  Such  deed  shall  con- 
vey title  to  the  purchaser  free,  clear  and  discharged  of 
all  tax  claims  and  tax  judgments,  whether  or  not  re- 
turned, filed  or  entered,  as  provided  by  this  or  any 
other  act. 

Section  616.  When  Bureau  Shall  Petition  Court  for 
Public  Sale  to  Divest  All  Liens. — The  bureau  may,  on 
its  own  motion,  during  or  after  the  aforesaid  continu- 
ance of  the  prior  sale,  after  receiving  the  consent  of  all 
taxing  districts  having  any  tax  claims  or  tax  judgments 
against  said  property,  and  shall,  on  the  written  direc- 
tions of  such  taxing  districts,  file  its  petition  in  the  court 
of  common  pleas  for  an  order  to  sell  the  property  at 
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public  sale,  free  and  discharged  from  all  tax  and  mu- 
nicipal claims,  mortgages,  liens,  charges  and  estates  of 
whatsoever  kind  in  the  manner  hereinbefore  provided. 
If  within  the  period  of  ten  (10)  months  after  the  date 
of  said  prior  sale,  the  said  petition  has  not  been  filed  or 
the  property  sold  at  private  sale,  the  bureau  shall,  within 
the  next  immediately  following  two  (2)  months,  file  its 
petition  as  aforesaid  and  sell  the  property  at  the  time 
and  place  prescribed  in  the  order  of  court  if  such  order 
is  made. 

Section  617.  Errors  as  to  Description;  Names,  etc., 
May  be  Amended  on  Petition. — When  a property  has 
been  sold  at  public  sale,  as  herein  provided,  and  there  are 
errors  in  the  description  or  in  the  spelling  of  any  per- 
son’s name,  or  other  obvious  errors  in  the  claim,  or  in 
the  return  to  court,  or  in  any  petition  relative  to  the 
proceedings,  or  in  the  bureau’s  tax  deed,  such  error  may 
be  amended  by  a petition  to  court  for  a rule  on  all 
parties  interested  to  show  cause  why  the  records  should 
not  be  amended  and  such  errors  corrected.  After  hear- 
ing on  the  rule,  the  court  may  make  such  order  relative 
thereto  as  to  it  seems  just  and  proper. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

PROPERTY  PURCHASED  BY  TAXING  DISTRICT  PRIOR  TO 

THIS  ACT. 

Section  701.  Property  Heretofore  Purchased  by 
Taxing  Districts  to  be  Turned  Over  to  Bureau. — Where 
the  county  commissioners,  any  taxing  district  or  trustee 
for  any  taxing  districts  have,  prior  to  the  effective  date 
of  this  act,  acquired  any  property  at  a tax  sale  or  a 
sale  on  a judgment  for  a tax  claim,  unless  such  prop- 
erty or  interest  shall  have  been  resold  or  used  for  a 
public  purpose,  for  which  the  property  might  otherwise 
have  been  acquired,  such  commissioners,  taxing  district 
or  trustees  shall,  prior  to  the  first  day  of  January,  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  forty-nine,  or  in  cases  where  the 
redemption  period  has  not  expired,  at  such  time  imme- 
diately on  the  expiration  thereof,  deliver  possession  of 
such  property  to  the  bureau  together  with  all  the  per- 
tinent information,  as  to  when  and  how  it  was  acquired, 
the  taxes  for  which  it  was  offered  for  sale  at  the  time, 
the  party  which  purchased  it,  the  mortgages,  liens  or 
estates,  if  any,  not  discharged  by  such  sale,  known  to 
the  taxing  district  to  be  a charge  on  the  property,  and 
the  taxes  which  wTould  have  been  levied  against  such 
property  had  it  not  been  purchased  by  the  taxing  dis- 
trict, if  known  to  the  taxing  district.  Thereafter  all 
rights  and  title  to  the  property,  held  by  such  taxing  dis- 
trict or  trustee,  shall  vest  in  the  county,  as  trustee,  for 
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all  taxing  districts,  having  the  power  to  levy  taxes 
against  such  property,  if  it  were  privately  owned,  and 
the  bureau  shall  become  the  agent  of  all  taxing  districts 
having  an  interest  in  the  management  and  control  of 
such  property  with  the  following  powers  and  duties  with 
respect  thereto. 

Section  702.  Powers  and  Duties  of  Bureau  as  Agent. 
— The  property  turned  over  to  it,  as  provided  in  the 
preceding  section,  shall  not  be  subject  to  redemption  and 
until  finally  sold,  as  hereinafter  provided,  the  bureau 
shall  manage  and  control  the  property  for  the  trustee 
county  with  power,  (a)  to  lease  the  property  for  a 
period  not  exceeding  one  (1)  year  with  the  usual  privi- 
lege of  renewal  on  termination  thereof  upon  three  (3) 
months’  notice,  but  not  for  the  purpose  of  extracting 
any  minerals  or  oil  or  the  cutting  of  timber,  (b)  to 
make  such  repairs  to  the  property  as  may  be  reasonably 
necessary  to  restore  and  maintain  it  in  a tenantable  con- 
dition, and  to  carry  insurance  on  such  property,  (c)  to 
advertise  the  property  for  sale  or  for  rent,  (d)  to  ap- 
point an  agent  or  agents  who  shall  be  a licensed  real 
estate  broker  or  agent  to  collect  the  rentals,  and  pay  such 
agents  the  customary  commissions  for  rent  collection, 
(e)  to  harvest  and  sell  the  crops  or  produce  of  the  prop- 
erty, (f)  to  sell  any  scrap  or  salvage  resulting  from  re- 
pairs or  alterations  to  buildings  on  the  property  or  from 
the  demolition  of  buildings  no  longer  safe  for  occupancy, 
(g)  to  recover  the  cost  of  advertising,  repairs,  altera- 
tions or  demolition  of  buildings,  the  harvesting  of  crops 
and  the  commissions  of  rental  agents  from  the  rental 
or  sale  of  the  property  or  any  crops  or  salvage  there- 
from, and  (h)  to  sell  the  property  at  private  sale,  to  give 
options  thereon  and  receive  option  money,  and  to  make 
deeds  for  such  property  when  sold  in  the  same  manner 
as  provided  in  Article  VI. 

The  bureau  shall  not  in  any  case  incur  any  expense 
for  the  maintenance,  repair  or  alteration  of  any  such 
property  in  excess  of  eighty  per  centum  (80%)  of  the 
amount  of  rental  to  be  received  for  such  property  within 
a period  of  one  (1)  year,  under  a lease  entered  into  at 
or  before  the  time  such  expense  is  incurred. 

Section  703.  Such  Properties  to  be  Sold  Under  Pro- 
visions of  Article  VI. — All  properties  so  turned  over  to 
the  bureau  which  have  not  been  sold  at  private  sale,  as 
hereinbefore  provided,  shall  be  sold  by  the  bureau  at 
public  sale  held  not  later  than  the  first  day  of  June, 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  fifty-one.  Such  sales  shall 
be  made  if  requested  by  the  county  commissioners,  tax- 
ing district  or  trustee,  which  delivered  possession  there- 
of to  the  bureau,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  said  prop- 
erty was  being  sold  at  a first  sale  on  a tax  claim  as  pro- 
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vided  in  Articles  III  and  VI,  and  if  no  such  request  is 
made,  upon  petition  to  court  for  an  order  to  sell  clear 
and  free  of  all  claims,  liens,  mortgages  and  estates  in 
the  same  manner  with  like  proceedings  and  with  like 
effect  as  if  said  properties  had  been  first  exposed  to 
public  sale  as  provided  in  Article  VI  but  not  sold  be- 
cause of  insufficient  bid.  The  sale  of  properties  turned 
over  to  the  bureau  under  the  provisions  of  this  article 
shall,  except  as  herein  otherwise  provided,  be  subject  to 
all  the  provisions  of  Article  VI  in  so  far  as  they  may  be 
applicable,  and  when  sold  at  public  sale  by  order  of 
court,  as  above  provided,  such  properties  shall  be  sold 
free  and  discharged  from  all  tax  and  municipal  claims, 
mortgages,  liens,  charges  and  estates  whatsoever. 

It  is  the  intent  of  this  section  that  where  said  prop- 
erty is  exposed  to  a first  public  sale  at  the  request  of  the 
county  commissioners  or  trustee,  as  above  provided,  but 
is  not  sold  because  of  insufficient  bid,  the  property  shall 
thereafter  be  sold  by  order  of  court  not  later  than  the 
first  day  of  June,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  fifty-one, 
freed  and  discharged  from  all  liens  and  encumbrances 
as  provided  under  Article  VI. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

REPEALS  AND  EFFECTIVE  DATE. 

Section  801.  Acts  of  Assembly  Repealed. — The  fol- 
lowing acts  and  part  of  acts  are  hereby  repealed  in  so 
far  as  they  apply  to  taxing  districts  coming  within  the 
provisions  of  and  operating  under  this  act. 

The  act,  approved  the  third  day  of  April,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  four  (Pamphlet  Laws  517),  entitled 
“An  act  directing  the  mode  of  selling  unseated  lands 
for  taxes.” 

Section  twenty-four  of  the  act,  approved  the  twenty- 
eighth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  four- 
teen (Pamphlet  Laws  352),  entitled  “An  act  establish- 
ing a fee  bill.” 

The  act,  approved  the  thirteenth  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  fifteen  (Pamphlet  Laws  177), 
entitled  “An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  ‘An  act  di- 
recting the  mode  of  selling  unseated  lands  for  taxes, 
and  for  other  purposes.’  ” 

Sections  one,  two  and  five  of  the  act,  approved  the 
twenty-ninth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred twenty-four  (Pamphlet  Laws  167),  entitled  “A 
further  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled  ‘An  act  directing 
the  mode  of  selling  unseated  lands  for  taxes,  and  for 
other  purposes.’  ” 

Sections  five,  six  and  seven  of  the  act,  approved  the 
fourteenth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
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forty  (Pamphlet  Laws  349),  entitled  “A  supplement  to 
an  act,  entitled  an  act  to  incorporate  a Turnpike  Road 
company,  passed  fourteenth  February,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-eight,  and  for  other  purposes.” 

Section  forty-one  of  the  act,  approved  the  twenty- 
ninth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  forty- 
four  (Pamphlet  Laws  486),  entitled  ‘‘An  act  to  reduce 
the  state  debt,  and  to  incorporate  the  Pennsylvania 
canal  and  railroad  company.” 

Section  two  of  the  act,  approved  the  ninth  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  forty-seven  (Pam- 
phlet Laws,  two  hundred  seventy-eight),  entitled  “An 
act  in  relation  to  the  sales  of  unseated  lands  in  the 
several  counties  of  this  commonwealth,”  and  the  amend- 
ments thereto. 

Section  thirty-two  of  the  act,  approved  the  twenty- 
fifth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  fifty 
(Pamphlet  Laws  569),  entitled  “An  act  relating  to  the 
bail  of  executrixes;  to  partition  in  the  orphans’  court 
and  common  pleas ; to  colored  convicts  in  Philadelphia ; 
to  the  limitation  of  actions  against  corporations ; to  ac- 
tions enforcing  the  payment  of  ground  rent ; to  trustees 
of  married  women;  to  appeals  from  awards  of  arbitra- 
tors by  corporations ; to  hawkers  and  peddlers  in  the 
counties  of  Butler  and  Union;  to  the  payment  of  costs 
in  actions  by  informers  in  certain  cases;  to  taxing  lands 
situate  in  different  townships ; and  in  relation  to  fees 
of  county  treasurers  of  Lycoming,  Clinton  and  Schuyl- 
kill; to  provide  for  recording  the  accounts  of  executors, 
administrators,  guardians  and  auditors’  reports;  and  to 
amend  and  alter  existing  laws  relative  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice  in  this  commonwealth.” 

The  act,  approved  the  fifteenth  day  of  May,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  seventy-four  (Pamphlet  Laws  192), 
entitled  “An  act  to  make  the  redemption  money  paid  by 
a lien  creditor  a prior  lien  on  the  title  of  the  debtor  in 
the  land  that  is  redeemed.” 

The  act,  approved  the  thirteenth  day  of  May,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  seventy-nine  (Pamphlet  Laws 
55),  entitled  “An  act  regulating  the  right  of  redemption 
of  seated  lands  returned  to  the  county  commissioners  and 
sold  for  non-payment  of  taxes.” 

The  act,  approved  the  eleventh  day  of  June,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  seventy-nine  (Pamphlet  Laws  151), 
entitled  “A  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled  ‘An  act  to 
amend  an  act  directing  the  mode  of  selling  unseated 
lands  for  taxes,  and  for  other  purposes,’  approved  the 
thirteenth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifteen,  providing  for  special  sales  of  such  lands, 
where  the  same  have  not  been  sold  by  the  treasurer  at  the 
last  regular  sales.” 
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Act  effective 
January  1,  1948. 


The  act,  approved  the  eighth  day  of  July,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  eighty-five  (Pamphlet  Laws  268), 
entitled  “An  act  relative  to  the  purchase  of  lands  by 
county  commissioners  at  sales  thereof  for  arrearages  of 
taxes.” 

The  act,  approved  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  May,  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  thirty-one  (Pamphlet  Laws  280), 
entitled  “An  act  relating  to  delinquent  taxes  on  seated 
lands,  and  prescribing  interest  charges  on  nonpayment 
thereof ; requiring  the  receivers  and  collectors  of  county, 
city,  borough,  town,  township,  school  district  and  poor 
district  taxes  to  make  a return  to  the  county  commis- 
sioners of  such  unpaid  taxes,  and  providing  for  the  lien 
thereof ; authorizing  the  county  treasurers  to  collect  such 
taxes,  and  to  sell  seated  lands  at  public  sale  for  taxes 
heretofore  or  hereafter  returned  as  unpaid;  and  author- 
izing the  county  commissioners  to  purchase  such  lands 
and  resell  the  same  under  certain  circumstances,”  and 
the  amendments  thereto. 

The  act,  approved  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  July, 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  forty-one  (Pamphlet  Laws 
535),  entitled  “An  act  providing  for  the  redemption  of 
real  property  purchased  by  political  subdivisions  at  tax 
sales  upon  the  payment  of  the  amount  charged  against 
the  same  and  costs  by  installment  payments,  and  pre- 
scribing the  procedure  therefor.” 

Section  802.  General  Repeal. — All  acts  and  parts  of 
acts  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act  are 
hereby  repealed. 

Section  803.  The  provisions  of  this  act  shall  become 
effective  on  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  forty-eight. 

Approved — The  7th  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1947. 

JAMES  JI.  DUFF 

The  foregoing  is  a true  and  correct  copy  of  Act  of 
the  General  Assembly  No.  542. 


Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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